


CAADP-NSAs Strategic issues and 
direction (2014-2019)
Strategic Framework: A core of programs/inter-
ventions have been defined, through which the 
CNC will play the role a “super conductor” in 
advancing the achievement of the CAADP-Mala-
bo Declaration on agricultural growth and trans-
formation in Africa. The programs take advan-
tage of the Coalition’s internal strengths while 
positioning the Coalition strategically to cope 
with the challenges of the external environment. 
The CNC focus areas below are also aligned with 
CAADP results framework level 3 of Transforma-
tional change which seeks to create conducive 
environment and systemic capacity.

Key Issues and Priorities: The Key Issues/ Priori-
ties of CNC include:

• Increased citizens and NSAs participation in 
CAADP implementation
• Evidence based policy advocacy for CAADP 
implementation in line with the Malabo 
Declaration 
• Coalition Institutional  strengthening

The CAADP Result framework, which forms the 
basis for planning and implementation of CAADP 
outlines three result/impact levels for the desired 
changes. Linking up with that, the CNC strategy 
will focus on CAADP Result framework’s level 3 
(Transformational change), which focuses on 
strengthening systemic capacity for effective 
execution and delivery of results. The intermedi-
ate results upon which CNC work will contribute 
to include:
 Improved and inclusive policy design and 
implementation capacity
 More efficient / stronger institutions
 More inclusive and evidence based agricul-
ture planning and implementation processes
 Improved partnership between private and 
public sector
 Increased public investment in agriculture 
achieving better value for money
 Increased access to quality data, informa-
tion and an informed public

ABOUT THE CAADP-NSAs

Who are the CAADP-NSAs?
NSA is hereby defined as “Actors outside of government, 
whether organized or not, who share the vision and objec-
tives of CAADP”. Examples of NSA include: Domestic 
Private Sector, Farmer Organizations /Associations/ 
Networks, National and International NGOs, Academic and 
Research Organizations, Faith Based  Organizations, CBOs, 
Labor Unions, Media, Youth Organizations and Women’s 
organizations.

To give CAADP NSA Coalition focus, future direction and 
purpose it was necessary to formulate its vision, mission 
and core values as follows:

Vision 
“A prosperous Africa where growth is shared among 
citizens through agricultural transformation and wealth 
creation”

Mission
To enhance citizen engagement and ensure delivery of 
quality agricultural services, through evidence based policy 
advocacy and capacity development for CAADP implemen-
tation at all levels.

Values
The CAADP NSA Coalition is unreservedly committed to 
upholding the following core values: 
 Respect for diversity and inclusiveness
 Mutual accountability and transparency
 Commitment to agriculture development
 Ubuntu People centeredness
 Unity of purpose
 Unity of purpose

Overall CNC Goal
To contribute to ending hunger and malnutrition in 2025 
through enhanced agricultural production and productivi-
ty, implementation of  policies, responsible investments 
and inclusive participation in the CAADP  agenda.
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The implementation of the Comprehensive 
Africa Agricultural Development Program 
(CAADP) took off in 2003 as a result of the 
realization by African Leaders that agricul-
ture must play a central role in economic 
growth, poverty reduction, and food and 
nutrition security in Africa. As captured by 
one author, “The main goal of CAADP is to 
help African countries reach and maintain a 
higher path of economic growth through 
agriculturally-led development that reduces 
mass poverty, food insecurity and hunger”. 
Being that CAADP was conceived as a 
multi-stakeholder process, the scope of 
CAADP obliges inclusivity at all levels and by 
all stakeholders. ---social actors related to 
agriculture, including Non-State Actors 
(NSAs), can play in its implementation 
processes. 

NON-STATE ACTORS & 
THE CAADP PROCESS: 
THE JOURNEY TO IMPACT
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The focus of the CAADP Non-State Actors Coalition (CNC) in the year 
2014-2019 is built around three main thrusts: Capacity building for 
increased impact of citizens and NSAs engagement in the CAADP 
process; deepening evidence-based advocacy for policy change; and, 
strengthening the institutional capacity for coordination and mobili-
zation of NSAs by the coalition. Indeed, these thrusts broadly define 
the vital importance of NSAs in driving Implementation of the 
Comprehensive Africa Agricultural Development Program (CAADP). 
Little-wonder, the strategic relevance of the CNC, since founding in 
2014 has increasingly been recognized by various CAADP stakehold-
ers, especially the African Union Commission (AUC) and the NEPAD 
Planning and Coordination Agency (NPCA). In this edition of the 
CAADP Focus, which is in fact its maiden one, we wish to offer you 
broad view at some of the impact of NSA activities in the CAADP 
process as well as walk you through the impactful roles that the CNC 
has been playing since founding.

Over the last two years since the CNC was founded, there has indeed 
been great excitement among both NSAs and other CAADP stake-
holders as to the extent to which the CNC can serve as a receptacle 
and a conduit pipe for the channeling of NSA agency into the CAADP 
process. Delving deep into this issue is the main direction of travel in 
this edition as we explore the relevance of NSAs to the CAADP 
process in our Feature Article in this edition, titled Non-State Actors 
and the CAADP Agenda. It highlights how the CNC has grown to 
become a very important CAADP Stakeholder, recognized and 
engaged by all other stakeholders. By so doing, the article clearly 
underscores the role of NSAs in driving positive policy change in the 
CAADP process through evidence-based policy advocacy, awareness 
creation, as well as through strengthened NSA mobilization and 
coordination. 

The results and impact of CAADP Implementation on the Member 
States is also an area where focus is directed during this edition. 
Several encouraging trends in agricultural transformation, as well as 
in the economic well-being of the continent can directly or indirectly 
be linked to the commitment of African Leaders to implement 
CAADP. Ascertaining these is a very important step in establishing 
the baseline of progress achieved so far in the CAADP Implementa-
tion process, and looking forward to what lies ahead. An article 
under the section tagged CAADP Barometer offers a reflection on 
how progress in CAADP implementation looks like after ten year of 
implementation. Here, how CAADP has contributed to wealth 
creation, improved food and nutrition security, poverty reduction, 
increased production and productivity are explored. The article 
concludes on the note that support for CAADP implementation 
needs to be scaled up in order to meet the target goals.

The next section turns to the AgriNSA Map Initiative. The CNC in 
collaboration with the USAID Africa Lead II program launched jointly 
the AgriNSA Map Initiative in August 2016 as an innovative way to 

Editorial
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map the work that NSAs are doing towards in 
relation to agricultural transformation. This initia-
tive based on a real-time online tool maps the 
intricate network of relationships that exists 
between different actors across the entire NSA 
universe with an organizing logic based on their 
specialties in relation to pertinent themes around 
CAADP- Malabo Declaration. The tool catalogues 
the different kinds and degrees of relationships 
that exist within the larger landscape. Two pilot 
programs have been initiated in Tanzania and 
Senegal, respectively, with a target of reaching a 
total of 40 countries by 2019. As the pilot phase 
draws to a close, Learning workshops are being 
carried out in order to tease out the lessons learnt 
from  Implementation as well as concretely modify 
the strategy to better deliver on the targets.

Mali and Senegal are two countries in which One 
Campaign, one of CNC’s most committed members 
has been working to promote CAADP implementa-
tion. It has carried out several advocacy missions in 
these countries, thus helping to mobilize NSAs into 
the CAADP process. In Mali, One Campaign has 
been driving advocacy through directl advocacy 
visits to stakeholders in the CAADP process, while 
it has carried out a study on CAADP Implementa-
tion in Senegal. These stories are an example of the 
impact that various NSAs are making in their own 
ways through constructive engagement and 
catalytic programs.

The establishment of a substantive CNC Secretariat 
was made possible by the commitment of the 
Agency for Cooperation and Research in Develop-
ment (ACORD) to host the CNC Secretariat at its 
Headquarters in Nairobi Kenya. An interview with 
the Executive Director of ACORD, Mr. Ousainou 
Ngum, on the generally gives a birds-eye view on 
how that process is going for the CNC in general as 
well as the potentialities it carries with it. He talks 
about the range of effort required to ensure that 
NSAs are very visible and impactful in CAADP 
implementation as well as the strategic relevance 
of the CNC in the CAADP process. He ends on an 
advisory note that the CNC needs to build inclusive 
systems and processes to carry everyone along 

In summarizing the progress that the CNC has made 
through September and October, we concrete on the 
activities, which have contributed to elevating the 
impact and visibility of NSAs in the CAADP process at 
both the continental and national level, are presented 
in the next section. At the continental level, the CNC 
organized side events at the 6th African Green Revolu-
tion Forum (AGRF) as well as at the 2nd Partnership 
Platform Meeting of the Partnership for Aflatoxins 
Control in Africa (PACA) in September and October, 
respectively. At the national level, the CNC, jointly with 
its members continue to drive its NSA Mapping Initia-
tive in partnership with the Africa Lead II program. The 
CNC has also initiated a process towards strengthening 
national level engagements by agricultural NSAs in 
Rwanda. This is the first move in CNC’s strategy 
towards increasing the continent-wide impact of NSA 
engagement at the national levels.

Under Trends and events, we present a few events and 
trends of note within the months of September and 
October. The 2016 ReSAKSS Conference as well as the 
7th African Day for Food and Nutrition Security 
(ADFNS) are two events, whose themes have firmly 
reminded us of the importance of strengthening 
systems to deliver on commitments to optimal 
nutrition. Meanwhile, two trends have also been very 
significant during the period, calling to the need for 
governments to commit to actions that will ensure 
inclusive agricultural transformation on the continent. 
The launch of the Seize the Moment Campaign at this 
year’s AGRF is meant to spore-up commitments on 
investment in agricultural transformation across the 
continent while the Rural Women Assembly, held at 
foot of the Mt. Kilimanjaro, being the climax of the 
Kilimanjaro Initiative, was a resounding demanded for 
women’s rights to land must be recognized in agricul-
tural transformation.

Our Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) section, which 
comes last in this edition of CAADP Focus concentrates 
on dissecting the issues of Aflatoxins and what they 
imply for Africa’s agricultural transformation in gener-
al. Five questions explore demystify the issues of 
aflatoxin problem as well as how it affects food securi-
ty, health and nutrition as well as the agriculture-econ-
omy nexus. 
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However, the involvement of 
NSAs in the CAADP process has 
been incremental over time, 
beginning with the realization of 
CAADP stakeholders of the need 
for NSA involvement in the CAADP 
process at the 6th CAADP Partner-
ship Platform Meeting, which held 
in April 2010. At this decisive 
moment, stakeholders effectively 
recognized the importance of Civil 
Society in the CAADP process, and 
resolved to roll-out processes 
towards addressing that gap. 
Picking momentum from there, 
the AUC and NPCA initiated a 
process to instituting the involve-
ment of NSAs in the CAADP 
process through facilitating the 
establishment of a Non-State 
Actors Coordination Task Team to 
design and implement strategies 
for inclusion of NSAs in the CAADP 
process.

The NSA Coordination Task Team 
composed of a set of pivotal NSA 
organizations, including Action 
Aid International, FANRPAN, 
PANAAC, and PAFO played a very 
vital role in transforming that 
need for NSA involvement in 
CAADP process to concrete 
engagement. This group of 

notable NSAs acting both individu-
ally and collectively, through their 
membership of the NSA Coordina-
tion Task Team thus rolled out a 
series of programs with support 
from the USAID Africa Lead I 
program. These programs include 
the development of a “Guidelines 
for NSA Participation in CAADP 
processes”, Sensitization on NSA 
participation in CAADP in several 
countries, as well as the convening 
of a Policy Dialogue on the Role of 
NSAs in Tackling the Challenges to 
NSA engagement in the CAADP 
process. Other achievements of 
the task team include the commis-
sioning of several research and 
documentation on various topical 
issues around CAADP implementa-
tion as well as the preparation of a 
joint advocacy strategy for the 
year of African Agriculture (2014) 
together with the AUC/NPCA. 
They also made out several advo-
cacy demands on governments, 
regional, continental and global 
actors in the CAADP process.

As a result of the impact that the 
NSA Coordination Task Team 
initiated, more NSA soon began to 
key into the vision of deepening 
NSA engagement in CAADP 

processes. Along with that, there 
was also a growing awareness 
among other CAADP stakeholders 
that NSAs constituted a distinct 
category of actors that can be very 
viable partners in the CAADP 
process. However, since 2010, the 
engagement of NSAs in the CAADP 
process had been unstructured, 
with only a range of ad hoc, 
short-term, and one-off engage-
ments, which were sustained 
mainly through the commitment of 
the Task Team members. Hence, 
despite the efforts by the NSA Task 
Team to boost NSA participation in 
the CAADP process very little 
progress was still realized in terms 
of recognition, legitimacy and 
institutionalization. The need for a 
concrete process to institutional 
NSAs engagement in the CAADP 
process was therefore imminent. 

The Task Team therefore never 
relented in their efforts to build the 
capacity of the NSA and garner 
support for government and other 
stakeholder buy in. This persever-
ance yielded fruits when, through 
support from the USAID Africa Lead 
II program, the Task Team 
organized a series of consultations 
and visioning exercises on how to 
institutionalize the CAADP-NSA 
process. This process consisted of 
two institutional strengthening 
workshops held between April and 
July 2014, at which several NSAs, 
aside the members of the Task 
Team brainstormed on how best to 
integrate NSAs into the CAADP 
process. The commendable 
outcomes of that meeting include 
the development of a clear vision as 
well as the adoption of strategies 
for NSA engagement in the CAADP 
process over a five-year period. 
Along with that, the NSAs took the 
bold decision to transform the NSA 
Task Team in to a continental 

coalition to be called the CAADP Non State Actors 
Coalition (CNC). An Interim Coordinator and a Steer-
ing Committee were thus promptly established at 
the conclusion of that meeting.

With the formulation of the CNC, a new phase of 
the journey thus began, one in which institutional-
izing a structured process as well as systematic 
programs at all levels to integrate the NSAs into 
the CAADP process was the key. The process of 
Institutionalization of the CNC proceeded 
through several levels. The first thing involved 
the search for the establishment of a secretari-
at to coordinate NSA engagement. At this 
point, three very opportune things happened 
that culminated in fast-tracking the CNC 
establishment process. First, there was a 
commitment by the USAID through its Africa 
Lead II program to support the take-off of 
the CNC Secretariat with a grant to support 
administrative costs. Second, the Agency 
for Cooperation and Research in Develop-
ment (ACORD) offered to host the Secre-
tariat for an interim period. Third, the CNC 
was officially recognized as a veritable 
stakeholder in the CAADP process, when 
the African Union Commissioner for 
Rural Economy and Agriculture, Tumu-
siime Rhoda Peace, formally launched 
the coalition at the 11th CAADP PP in 
April 2015. 

With this official recognition of the 
CNC as a veritable CAADP actor, the 
coalition immediately rolled-out 
several programs towards 
concretely mobilizing NSAs in the 
CAADP process. As dictated by the 
terms of its 5-year strategic plan, 
and its 18-Month joint Work Plan 
the USAID Africa Lead II Program, 
the coalition immediately 
launched a series of country-lev-
el and continental engagements 
to properly integrate NSAs into 
the CAADP process. These 
included the convening of NSA 
sensitization meetings on 
CAADP in Tanzania, Uganda 
and Kenya, the setting-up of 
CNC steering committees at 
the national levels in the 
same countries, and the 

launch of an NSA mapping pilot 
project in Tanzania. The CNC’s 
impact was also visible at several 
issue based advocacy at several 
Global, continental, regional fora 
including the 2014, AU Agriculture 
Ministerial Meeting, the Malabo 
Summit of Heads of State and 
Government, the 2014 World Food 
Day Celebration, CAADP Partner-
ship Platform Meeting, the 2015 
ECOWAP+10 Conference in 
November the 2015 as well as the 
Financing For Development 
Conference in December 2015.

Meanwhile, the CNC Secretariat 
took off in February 2016, with the 
recruitment of a Coordinator to 
oversee the affairs of the 
coalition. Since then a series of 
engagement has further 
propelled the CNC into the 
limelight of impact in the CAADP 
process. A continental work plan 
for 2016-2017 was developed, 
which saw more country level 
NSA sensitization meetings on 
CAADP conducted in Senegal, 
Ghana and Nigeria as well as 
several continental level advocacy 
engagements. These engage-
ments include the 12th CAADP PP 
in April 2015, the FARA General 
Assembly in June 2016, the 
UNCTAD 14 in July 2016, the TICAD 
VI Conference in Nairobi in August 
2016, and the 6th AGRF in 
September 2016, the New Alliance 
Leadership Council Meeting in 
September 2016, the PACA 
Partnership Platform Meeting in 
June 2016,  the 2016 ReSAKSS 

Conference and the 
African Day for Food 
and Nutrition Securi-
ty, in June 2016. The 
CNC has also been 
closely involved in 
several AUC/ NPCA 
CAADP planning and 
coordination meetings 
including the CAADP 
M&E Meeting in June 
2016, the strategy Meet-
ing on the Agribusiness 
Continental Apex Body in 
September 2016 as well as 
the CAADP Partners 
Business Meeting in 
November 2016. All these 
engagements have seen the 
CNC actively influencing 
discussions through serving 
as panellists, convening 
topical side events or issuing 
out very clear and articulate 
statements of suggestions and 
commitment to support the 
CAADP process. This scenario 
essentially signals the increasing 
impact and recognition that the 
CNC continues to gradually build 
over the years as well as an 
outlook of its continued relevance 
in the CAADP process going 
forward.

Sources
1. Communique of the 6th CAADP PP: http://www.nepad-caadp.net/sites/default/files/Core-Meet-
ings/6th_CAADP_PP_Communique_Apr_2010.pdf 

2. Synthesis Report of the 1st Pan-Africa Non-State Actors (NSA) Policy Dialogue Meeting on the 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP): http://www.acordinternation-
al.org/silo/files/synthesis-report-first-pan-african-non-state-actors-dialogue-meeting-on-the-caadp.pdf 

3. Guidelines for Non State Actor Participation in CAADP Processes www.nepad-caadp.net/download/-
file/fid/269 
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recruitment of a Coordinator to 
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2016, and the 6th AGRF in 
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Partnership Platform Meeting in 
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Conference and the 
African Day for Food 
and Nutrition Securi-
ty, in June 2016. The 
CNC has also been 
closely involved in 
several AUC/ NPCA 
CAADP planning and 
coordination meetings 
including the CAADP 
M&E Meeting in June 
2016, the strategy Meet-
ing on the Agribusiness 
Continental Apex Body in 
September 2016 as well as 
the CAADP Partners 
Business Meeting in 
November 2016. All these 
engagements have seen the 
CNC actively influencing 
discussions through serving 
as panellists, convening 
topical side events or issuing 
out very clear and articulate 
statements of suggestions and 
commitment to support the 
CAADP process. This scenario 
essentially signals the increasing 
impact and recognition that the 
CNC continues to gradually build 
over the years as well as an 
outlook of its continued relevance 
in the CAADP process going 
forward.

Sources
1. Communique of the 6th CAADP PP: http://www.nepad-caadp.net/sites/default/files/Core-Meet-
ings/6th_CAADP_PP_Communique_Apr_2010.pdf 

2. Synthesis Report of the 1st Pan-Africa Non-State Actors (NSA) Policy Dialogue Meeting on the 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP): http://www.acordinternation-
al.org/silo/files/synthesis-report-first-pan-african-non-state-actors-dialogue-meeting-on-the-caadp.pdf 

3. Guidelines for Non State Actor Participation in CAADP Processes www.nepad-caadp.net/download/-
file/fid/269 

...With the formulation
of the CNC, 

a new phase of 
the journey thus began
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CAADP is a continental framework adopted by the Heads 
of State and Government as one of Africa’s priority 
programs aimed at boosting agricultural development on 
the continent. It is geared towards unleashing growth in 
the agriculture sector, thereby contributing to overall 
sustainable economic development on the Continent. As 
of November 2015, 42 out of 54 AU member states had 
signed CAADP compacts, and 39 of them had devel-
oped related National Agriculture and Food Security 
Investment Plans (NAFSIPs). As a result of this trend, 
impressive changes in patterns of agricultural 
production and productivity, as well as sectoral 
transformation along the agricultural value chains 
have been achieved in countries that have adopted 
CAADP compared to countries that have not. 
Hence CAADP has indeed helped African coun-
tries to make progress on agricultural transfor-
mation. Below, are a few facts about the progress 
achieved through CAADP Implementation in 
the First Decade (2003-2014).

Meeting the 10% public expenditure on 
agriculture target 

• The volume of public resources 
invested in agriculture has increased 

tremendously over the last 20 years. The 
country average in Africa increased from 

$128.55 million in 1995–2003 to $186.4 
million in 2003–2008, and to $219.62 million 

in 2008–2014.

 

• The highest growth in public expenditure 
for Africa as a whole was recorded in 2003–2008, at 

6.6 percent per year, but slowed down to 2.32 
percent per year during 2008–2014. CAADP coun-

tries increased their expenditure in agriculture faster 
during 2003–2008 than during 2008–2014, when both 

fiscal revenues and official development assistance 

experienced significant declines resulting from the 
global food and financial crises.

• In 2003 only 6% of African countries were 
spending at least 10% of their total budget alloca-
tions on Agriculture. This figure increased to 15% 
in 2007 and 36% in 2008

Progress on wealth creation
• Africa as a whole has experienced robust 
economic growth in the last 20 years. Gross 
domestic product (GDP) per capita increased from 
an annual average of US$987 in the period 
1995–2003 to an annual average of $1,289 in the 
period 2008–2014. Overall, CAADP countries grew 
faster than non-CAADP countries

 
Food and nutrition security
• The prevalence of underweight children 
under five years of age has been declining across 
Africa as a whole, from 24.6 percent recorded in 
1995–2003 to 20.6 percent in 2008–2014.

 
• Stunting levels are still very high in Africa, at 
more than 35 percent for children under five years 
of age. However, levels are declining across the 
continent at an annual average of 1.0 percent.

Poverty reduction
• In Africa as a whole, the incidence of poverty 
has been declining, along with its depth, as 
measured by the poverty gap index (PGI), it 
declined from 15.5 percent in 1995–2003 to 12.5 
percent in 2008–2014. Despite the slowdown in 
GDP per capita growth during 2008–2014, poverty 
fell faster during this period, at an annual rate of 
2.64 percent, than during 2003–2008, at 1.46 
percent per year.

 
• In Africa as a whole, the headcount poverty 
rate at the international poverty line of $1.25/day 
has dropped consistently, from 45.5 percent in 
1995–2003 to 42.0 percent in 2003–2008, and to 
38.2 percent in 2008–2014

Agricultural production and productivity 
• Agriculture sector growth in Africa 
increased remarkably between 2003–2008, 
expanding at an annual rate of 3.77 percent, 
even though this was still lower than the 
CAADP target of 6 percent 
• The rate of growth decreased to 2.61 
percent during 2008–2014, largely because of 
poor performance in the western Africa region, 
whose agriculture value-added declined at an 
annual average rate of 1.48 percent during that 
period.
 
• The agricultural production index 
(2004-2006=100) for Africa as a whole rose from 
80.68 in 1995–2003, to 100.83 in 2003–2008, 
and to 117.51 in 2008–2014. However, the rates 
of increase in agricultural production were 
higher in CAADP countries than in 
non-CAADP countries.

 
• In general, all CAADP countries experi-
enced robust growth during 2003–2008 and 
2008–2014 (except in the late period of 2009, which 
experienced an annual decline of 0.52 percent in their 
agriculture value-added, largely due to the influence of 
Nigeria; most of the other CAADP countries experi-
enced moderate to rapid agricultural growth in 2009.)

CAADP BAROMETER

RESULTS FROM THE FIRST DECADE OF CAADP
 IMPLEMENTATION (2003-2014)

Sources
1. Bahiigwa, G., Benin, S. Tefera, W. Jemaneh, S. (2015) Tracking key CAADP indicators and implementation, 2014 ReSAKSS Annual Trends 
and Outlook Reports (ATOR), International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI): http://www.resakss.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Re-
SAKSS_AW_ATOR_2014_WEB.pdf 
2. NEPAD, Countries with Compacts and Investment Plans -November 2015 (2015)NEPAD Website: http://www.nepad-caadp.net/sites/de-
fault/files/CountryTable/Countries%20with%20Compacts%20%26%20Investment%20Plans%20%20Nov%202015.pdff 
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Africa as a whole, from 24.6 percent recorded in 
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• Stunting levels are still very high in Africa, at 
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of age. However, levels are declining across the 
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• In Africa as a whole, the incidence of poverty 
has been declining, along with its depth, as 
measured by the poverty gap index (PGI), it 
declined from 15.5 percent in 1995–2003 to 12.5 
percent in 2008–2014. Despite the slowdown in 
GDP per capita growth during 2008–2014, poverty 
fell faster during this period, at an annual rate of 
2.64 percent, than during 2003–2008, at 1.46 
percent per year.

 
• In Africa as a whole, the headcount poverty 
rate at the international poverty line of $1.25/day 
has dropped consistently, from 45.5 percent in 
1995–2003 to 42.0 percent in 2003–2008, and to 
38.2 percent in 2008–2014

Agricultural production and productivity 
• Agriculture sector growth in Africa 
increased remarkably between 2003–2008, 
expanding at an annual rate of 3.77 percent, 
even though this was still lower than the 
CAADP target of 6 percent 
• The rate of growth decreased to 2.61 
percent during 2008–2014, largely because of 
poor performance in the western Africa region, 
whose agriculture value-added declined at an 
annual average rate of 1.48 percent during that 
period.
 
• The agricultural production index 
(2004-2006=100) for Africa as a whole rose from 
80.68 in 1995–2003, to 100.83 in 2003–2008, 
and to 117.51 in 2008–2014. However, the rates 
of increase in agricultural production were 
higher in CAADP countries than in 
non-CAADP countries.

 
• In general, all CAADP countries experi-
enced robust growth during 2003–2008 and 
2008–2014 (except in the late period of 2009, which 
experienced an annual decline of 0.52 percent in their 
agriculture value-added, largely due to the influence of 
Nigeria; most of the other CAADP countries experi-
enced moderate to rapid agricultural growth in 2009.)

Sources
1. Bahiigwa, G., Benin, S. Tefera, W. Jemaneh, S. (2015) Tracking key CAADP indicators and implementation, 2014 ReSAKSS Annual Trends 
and Outlook Reports (ATOR), International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI): http://www.resakss.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Re-
SAKSS_AW_ATOR_2014_WEB.pdf 
2. NEPAD, Countries with Compacts and Investment Plans -November 2015 (2015)NEPAD Website: http://www.nepad-caadp.net/sites/de-
fault/files/CountryTable/Countries%20with%20Compacts%20%26%20Investment%20Plans%20%20Nov%202015.pdff 
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As part of  its mission to enhance 

citizen engagement and ensure delivery 

of  quality agricultural services through 

evidence-based policy advocacy and 

capacity development, the CAADP 

Non-State Actors (NSA) Coalition 

(CNC) in partnership with African 

Lead II has identified a need to better 

understand the existing relevant 

networks of  NSAs at the country level 

throughout the African continent. This 

will be achieved through the 

‘AGRI-NSA Map Initiative’. The 

initiative is foundational to the CNC’s 

ability to achieve results in the three key 

areas of  its strategic plan: 

• To create awareness on CAADP 

and improve CAADP implemen-

tation through effective participa-

tion of  NSAs at all levels

• To advocate for policy reform 

towards CAADP implementation 

in line with the Malabo Declara-

tion  

• To strengthen the institutional 

capacity of  the NSA Coalition to 

deliver on its mandate effectively 

and efficiently 

The NSA mapping methodologies 

developed and applied by the CNC and 

Africa Lead II will ensure that NSAs 

engagement is responsive to each country 

context. To build the legitimacy of  

country-level NSA networks to represent 

citizens, donors must be context sensitive, 

so that support for NSA capacity building 

is seen as transparent and unbiased by 

partner governments and by NSAs. 

Equally, if  not more importantly, the NSA 

mapping allows NSAs themselves and 

their partners to identify pathways for 

collaboration among their peers and with 

government and Development Partners 

and other CAADP stakeholders to 

advance the CAADP NSA Coalition goal: 

“To enhance agricultural production and 

productivity through improved policies, 

investments, and inclusive participation in 

the CAADP Process.

The NSA Mapping Initiative is an exercise 

designed to reveal the networks and 

strengths of  relationships among NSAs in 

the agriculture sector. The results of  this 

activity will be used by the CNC, country 

and local-level NSAs, and other 

stakeholders to facilitate cooperation and 

inform possible initiatives. Once the 

landscape of  existing NSAs and their 

networks is better understood, it will be 

possible to determine the most advanta-

geous partners and pathways to realize 

CAADP and the Malabo Declaration by: 

Senegal: The Senegal mapping 
design pilot workshop took place in 
March 2016. Since then, over 100 
organizations have signed on to the 
platform. Plans are currently in 
process towards convening a review 
and learning workshop aimed at 
distilling the lessons learnt so far 
regarding how relevant the experi-
ence has been to NSA advocacy and 
coordination in Senegal.

How to participate 
in AgriNSA Map?

Send a request to join the 
AgriNSA Map to CNC and 
you will receive an invitation.
 

Identify your partners and 
collaborators and invite them 
to join the map.

 
Create an organizational 
profile so others can learn 
more about what you do. 

Use the map to connect with 
other NSA with whom you 
can work to advance our 
collective goals. 

The AgriNSA Map project, which 
is still in its pilot stage, will soon 
be expanded across the entire 
African countries where CNC 
members are. Members of  the 
CNC will be notified as soon as 
the Agri-NSA Map is expanded to 
their countries.
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THE AGRINSA MAPPING INITIATIVETHE AGRINSA MAPPING INITIATIVE

• Popularizing CAADP and Malabo so 

country-level actors are prepared to support 

relevant initiatives in line with local, national, 

regional, and continental-level priorities 

• Encouraging country-level coalitions to 

conduct coordinated advocacy work toward 

the achievement of  CAADP 

• Facilitating mutual accountability by report-

ing and tracking the aggregated NSA commit-

ments toward CAADP at all levels 

• Creating ground-level momentum toward the 

achievement of  CAADP by orienting NSA 

action toward initiatives that support CAADP 

results, promoting research that will inform 

evidence-based agricultural and food security 

policies, and building capacity among NSAs in 

each country 

• Building a database for the use of  all 

stakeholders to identify, recognize, and engage 

with NSAs 

Why should your organization join the AgriNSA 

Map?

There are many benefits to joining this exciting 

initiative. To name a few: 

• Increased visibility and opportunities to 

engage with NSA peers, government actors, 

donors, and others 

•  Knowledge of  other actors in the agriculture 

and food security ecosystem 

•  Ability to see the gaps and opportunities to 

collaborate toward common goals 

The AgriNSA Map pilot projects 
in Tanzania and Senegal
Tanzania and Senegal are the two pilot 
countries for the Agri-NSA Map Initia-
tive. 
The mapping exercise kicked off  with 
the Launch of  a pilot in Tanzania and 
Senegal with prospects of  up-scaling it 
to other African countries. Registered 
organizations are already benefitting 
from the mapping system through 
increased engagements in strengthening 
networking, enhanced Agricultural 
products marketing i.e. grains and 
horticultural crops, improved Planning 
processes, information sharing, support 
stakeholder forums to reach better 
markets and advocacy on the business 
environment. 

Despite the minimum functionalities 
exhibited by the mapping platform and 
the level of  outputs provided by the 
mapping platform based on informa-
tion input into it, NSAs in Tanzania are 
already benefitting from the process as 
they can clearly outline their areas of  
collaborative engagements with each 
other. This information is helping them 
realize which areas need more attention 
and which organizations are more 
active, in the NSA working areas, 
which they can approach for partner-
ships. A sustainably sound mapping 
platform is required to continue the 
mapping process going forward.

Tanzania: The Agri-NSA Tanzania 
map currently has 470 organizations 
already mapped into the system with 
over 700 links between these organi-
zations. These linkages are based on 
themes of  NSA engagements which 
include; Agricultural production and 
productivity, processing, Marketing 
and market access, product and 
service innovation, financial resourc-
es, Organizational effectiveness, 
Policy research and analysis and 
Advocacy and mobilization. The 
need to use the mapping tool as a 
way of  strengthening synergies 
between the NSAs at sub-regional, 
regional, national and continental 
level emerged as the key purpose for 
NSAs engagement in the mapping 
platform and exercise. 
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• Popularizing CAADP and Malabo so 

country-level actors are prepared to support 
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regional, and continental-level priorities 

• Encouraging country-level coalitions to 

conduct coordinated advocacy work toward 

the achievement of  CAADP 
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initiative. To name a few: 

• Increased visibility and opportunities to 
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donors, and others 

•  Knowledge of  other actors in the agriculture 

and food security ecosystem 

•  Ability to see the gaps and opportunities to 

collaborate toward common goals 

The AgriNSA Map pilot projects 
in Tanzania and Senegal
Tanzania and Senegal are the two pilot 
countries for the Agri-NSA Map Initia-
tive. 
The mapping exercise kicked off  with 
the Launch of  a pilot in Tanzania and 
Senegal with prospects of  up-scaling it 
to other African countries. Registered 
organizations are already benefitting 
from the mapping system through 
increased engagements in strengthening 
networking, enhanced Agricultural 
products marketing i.e. grains and 
horticultural crops, improved Planning 
processes, information sharing, support 
stakeholder forums to reach better 
markets and advocacy on the business 
environment. 

Despite the minimum functionalities 
exhibited by the mapping platform and 
the level of  outputs provided by the 
mapping platform based on informa-
tion input into it, NSAs in Tanzania are 
already benefitting from the process as 
they can clearly outline their areas of  
collaborative engagements with each 
other. This information is helping them 
realize which areas need more attention 
and which organizations are more 
active, in the NSA working areas, 
which they can approach for partner-
ships. A sustainably sound mapping 
platform is required to continue the 
mapping process going forward.

Tanzania: The Agri-NSA Tanzania 
map currently has 470 organizations 
already mapped into the system with 
over 700 links between these organi-
zations. These linkages are based on 
themes of  NSA engagements which 
include; Agricultural production and 
productivity, processing, Marketing 
and market access, product and 
service innovation, financial resourc-
es, Organizational effectiveness, 
Policy research and analysis and 
Advocacy and mobilization. The 
need to use the mapping tool as a 
way of  strengthening synergies 
between the NSAs at sub-regional, 
regional, national and continental 
level emerged as the key purpose for 
NSAs engagement in the mapping 
platform and exercise. 

1.

2.

3.

4.



ONE CAMPAIGN ADVOCACY FOR CAADP IMPLEMENTA-
TION IN SENEGAL AND MALI
Senegal: In Senegal ONE Campaign organized a national 
workshop to validate analysis on the CAADP implementa-
tion, an analysis done by ONE Campaign consultant on 
the CAADP Implementation Analysis Document. The 
validation workshop brought together members of 
government, including Ministries of Agriculture, Finance, 
Environment, the National Directorate of Statistics, 
Members of Parliament, members of the press and Civil 
Society Organizations. The CAADP implementation analy-
sis document is ONE’s contribution to advocacy around 
adoption of the Malabo commitments and Civil Society’s 
engagement in the monitoring of the implementation of 
the Malabo targets through the coalition of Non-State 
Actors.

Mali: The government of Mali reiterated its commitments 
at the AU Summit in Malabo in 2014 by promising to 
surpass the 10% requirement to allocating 15% of the 
national budget to agriculture. In addition, there is a 
project law in the making to allocate 10% of irrigated land 
to women and youth in agriculture. ONE Campaign has 
been engaging with Malian CSOs to translate these prom-
ises into concrete policy documents. 

As part of its advocacy push in Mali, ONE Campaign and 
its local partners have conducted high level meetings 
with Malian officials to discuss the situation of women 
and youth in agriculture, with a clear advocacy message1) 
maintain the 15% budget allocated to agriculture (surpass-
ing the Malabo commitment) and out of that agriculture 
budget to allocate at least 10% to women in agriculture 
and to pass and translate the land tenure law into 
concrete objectives of allocating 10% of the irrigated 

lands to women and youth in agriculture. ONE works with 
the local partners to move forward this ambitious agenda, 
which will contribute to the stability, countering violent 
extremism, security and development in the poor and fragile 
country of Mali. ONE’s partners include civil society organiza-
tions, international organizations, farmers, women’s groups, 
youth groups, media, human rights groups and private sector 
(30 organizations). 

The advocacy and direct lobby meetings, which were held 
from 1 to 5 August 2016 in the capital city of Bamako aimed at 
echoing ONE Campaign’s message of advocating 10% of the 
agriculture budget to women in agriculture as well as passing 
the land tenure law and its effective implementation of 
allocating 10% of irrigated land to women and youth in 
agriculture.  This advocacy message falls within ONE 
Campaign’s Poverty is Sexist Campaign.

IMPACT

#Poverty is sexist and #Seize the moment campaign
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In Pictures
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CNC side event during the 6th African Green Revolution Forum 
(AGRF) meeting

CNC Side Event at the PACA Partnership Platform Meeting.

Interview with Ghana's Deputy Minister for Agriculture 

Kopép Dabugat receiving an award from the Bangla Farmers 
on behalf of the CNC

Panelists at the Strengthening Commitments to Mutual Accountability 
for Results and Impact Toward the CAADP Malabo Declaration and 
SDGs Symposium during the 6th African Green Revolution Forum 

(AGRF) meeting 

Strengthening Commitments to Mutual Accountability for Results and 
Impact Toward the CAADP- Malabo Declaration and SDGs Symposium

Consultations on Responsible Private Sector Agric. Investments.



As the Executive Director of ACORD, an 
organization that has implemented robust 
programs across Africa over the last five 
years, and have contributed immensely to 
strengthening/ improving livelihoods and 
Agriculture in Africa, what do you think of 
CAADP and its potentials in bringing about 
Agricultural Transformation?

CAADP is one of the instruments I think is 
most progressive in the continent in that 
all members of the African Union have 
signed up to CAADP and have moved 
forward in the process of implementing it. 
The idea behind CAADP as we know is to 
reduce poverty, food insecurity and 
enable expansion of exports therefore, 
reducing the need for importing food 
through agricultural transformation. 
Within CAADP there is a commitment to 
invest 10% of countries’ budgets into 
Agriculture and that also is progressive 
because many countries have already 
signed up to that. Our job as civil society is 
making sure that the investments are 
quality investments i.e. it goes into the 
right places that help support Agricultural 
transformation in the continent.  In that 
sense CAADP is a very useful instrument 
and we should work to support and 
ensure it succeeds.

What value do you think NSA’s bring to CAADP Imple-
mentation process?

The CAADP process, once its broad framework is 
agreed it gets translated into National CAADP 
Compacts. The NSA’s have significant roles at conti-
nental levels, regional levels and national levels by 
working with in-countries CBO’s and in-countries Civil 
Societies Groups to make sure that they have robust  
monetary mechanisms, robust evaluation mecha-
nism. They also do that by contributing to policy 
making processes to support Governments where 
there is need to and ensure continued dialogue in the 
interest of small-scale farmers so that their interests 
are taken into account and they are also supported 
to transform into better ways of doing things and 
progressively support the Agricultural development 
across the continent. NSA’s have a critical role in that 
because they tend to be closer to the ground more 
often and that is a role that they should leverage and 
bring to the fore.

Do you think that NSA’s are putting enough effort into 
the CAADP implementation process?

NSA’s are showing certain significant commitments 
in their desire to support the CAADP implementation 
process although they are faced with quite a number 
of challenges including inadequate resources and 
inadequate capabilities.

ACORD is one of the strong founding members of 
the CNC. What is your broad view about the Coali-
tion’s vision and what value does it bring to the 
involvement of NSA’s in the process?

CNC can be a basis for better coordination of 
Non-State Actors positions and views that NSAs 
hold on Agriculture and even more importantly the 
relationships with policy makers across the conti-
nent. It can be a very good convening ground for 
making sure that civil society positions in as much 
as possible and in as far as possible are harmonized 
so that we are speaking the same language across 
that continent.  There are so many regional and 
national farmer organizations, networks, civil 
society organizations, etc. that are engaged in the 
sector. The job of CNC is to explore how it can best 
be a convener of all these processes and give it full 
course and relevance.

The CNC Secretariat is housed within ACORD offices 
in Nairobi, Kenya. As the ACORD Executive Director, 
how do you think the Coalition is fairing so far? 

ACORD has a desire to be a convener of a broader 
civil society in the continent to encourage dialogue 
and formulating common positions around conti-
nental policies, regional policies or even global 
policies in as far as possible. In that sense we are 
very proud to be housing the CNC and I certainly 
have been encouraging CNC to look beyond 
Agriculture as a core issue – although that is the 
basis on which it has been funded – but to see 
itself as a convener of Non-State Actors voices 
generally. This is because it has the legitimacy and 
the mandate in the sense that it is a body that 
represents NSA’s and can carry their mandate in 
the agricultural development sector. So it’s now 
about making sure that the right structures are in 
place, the consultation processes are ongoing and 
that there is a lot of ongoing conversation around 
how best we can support policy formulation and 
implementation. ACORD’s role is to backstop that 
and make sure that CNC doesn’t have to make 
major investments around the infrastructure it 
needs.

 What do you think are the greatest challenges that 
the CNC faces at the moment and what are the 
prospects of the coalition?

The single most difficult challenge that the CNC 
faces is the question of resources. I don’t think the 
idea has sunk in well amongst those who would 
support the work of the CNC, ACORD included. 
There are many other ways to which we can 
support the CNC which is through joint fundrais-
ing, joint programming, joint advocacy and lever-
aging other resources that exist both within and 
outside the sector that is lagging progress. The 
CNC is very young and not very heavily resourced 
in-terms of man-power and that is one area that 
we are looking to support to ensure that the 
sustainability and viability of the CNC is in as far as 
possible shown. CNC has bright prospects. From 
what I have seen so far there seem to be very 
good coordination as NSA’s seem to be speaking 
with the same voice and there is consistency in 
diversity. CNC members work in very different 
contexts but are still able to coordinate and share 
a common view around the processes with which 
they work, which can only bear well for the future. 
In as far as we can, we will use all the connections 
and networks we have to support that. I only see a 
bright future for the CNC and don’t forget that 
ACORD is also part of that group as a civil society 
organization.

 What do you see as the very critical thing that the 
coalition needs to focus on at the moment towards 
ensuring its functionality and impact?

The CNC members need to define their priorities 
right. Currently the coalition has a decision-making 
structure, so I think they now need to work on 
making sure that those structures are sufficiently 
inclusive, transparent and that they represent the 
voice of their constituents. That is the process that 
is not going to work overnight and I have certainly 
been speaking with the Coordinator to make sure 
he understands that it’s a process and it’s a negoti-
ation process progressively to get there. Right 
now CNC seems to be doing well and there is a 
promise.

Personality 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR. OUSAINOU NGUM, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE AGENCY 
FOR COOPERATION AND RESEARCH IN 
DEVELOPMENT (ACORD) 

The Interview focused on teasing out ACORD’s outlook to 
agricultural development in Africa as well as its involvement 
in the CAADP Non State Actors Coalition (CNC) especially 
within the context of the fact that ACORD is currently 
hosting the Interim Secretariat of the CNC. ACORD is an 
African international non-governmental organization which 
works to improve the quality of social justice for some of 
the poorest and most disadvantaged people in remote and 
conflict-affected areas, focusing primarily on social transfor-
mation. Below is a text of an interview with Mr. Ousainou 
Ngum, the Executive Director of ACORD carried out by 
Elizabeth Otieno Opolo of the CNC Secretariat.
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As the Executive Director of ACORD, an 
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years, and have contributed immensely to 
strengthening/ improving livelihoods and 
Agriculture in Africa, what do you think of 
CAADP and its potentials in bringing about 
Agricultural Transformation?

CAADP is one of the instruments I think is 
most progressive in the continent in that 
all members of the African Union have 
signed up to CAADP and have moved 
forward in the process of implementing it. 
The idea behind CAADP as we know is to 
reduce poverty, food insecurity and 
enable expansion of exports therefore, 
reducing the need for importing food 
through agricultural transformation. 
Within CAADP there is a commitment to 
invest 10% of countries’ budgets into 
Agriculture and that also is progressive 
because many countries have already 
signed up to that. Our job as civil society is 
making sure that the investments are 
quality investments i.e. it goes into the 
right places that help support Agricultural 
transformation in the continent.  In that 
sense CAADP is a very useful instrument 
and we should work to support and 
ensure it succeeds.

What value do you think NSA’s bring to CAADP Imple-
mentation process?

The CAADP process, once its broad framework is 
agreed it gets translated into National CAADP 
Compacts. The NSA’s have significant roles at conti-
nental levels, regional levels and national levels by 
working with in-countries CBO’s and in-countries Civil 
Societies Groups to make sure that they have robust  
monetary mechanisms, robust evaluation mecha-
nism. They also do that by contributing to policy 
making processes to support Governments where 
there is need to and ensure continued dialogue in the 
interest of small-scale farmers so that their interests 
are taken into account and they are also supported 
to transform into better ways of doing things and 
progressively support the Agricultural development 
across the continent. NSA’s have a critical role in that 
because they tend to be closer to the ground more 
often and that is a role that they should leverage and 
bring to the fore.

Do you think that NSA’s are putting enough effort into 
the CAADP implementation process?

NSA’s are showing certain significant commitments 
in their desire to support the CAADP implementation 
process although they are faced with quite a number 
of challenges including inadequate resources and 
inadequate capabilities.

ACORD is one of the strong founding members of 
the CNC. What is your broad view about the Coali-
tion’s vision and what value does it bring to the 
involvement of NSA’s in the process?

CNC can be a basis for better coordination of 
Non-State Actors positions and views that NSAs 
hold on Agriculture and even more importantly the 
relationships with policy makers across the conti-
nent. It can be a very good convening ground for 
making sure that civil society positions in as much 
as possible and in as far as possible are harmonized 
so that we are speaking the same language across 
that continent.  There are so many regional and 
national farmer organizations, networks, civil 
society organizations, etc. that are engaged in the 
sector. The job of CNC is to explore how it can best 
be a convener of all these processes and give it full 
course and relevance.

The CNC Secretariat is housed within ACORD offices 
in Nairobi, Kenya. As the ACORD Executive Director, 
how do you think the Coalition is fairing so far? 

ACORD has a desire to be a convener of a broader 
civil society in the continent to encourage dialogue 
and formulating common positions around conti-
nental policies, regional policies or even global 
policies in as far as possible. In that sense we are 
very proud to be housing the CNC and I certainly 
have been encouraging CNC to look beyond 
Agriculture as a core issue – although that is the 
basis on which it has been funded – but to see 
itself as a convener of Non-State Actors voices 
generally. This is because it has the legitimacy and 
the mandate in the sense that it is a body that 
represents NSA’s and can carry their mandate in 
the agricultural development sector. So it’s now 
about making sure that the right structures are in 
place, the consultation processes are ongoing and 
that there is a lot of ongoing conversation around 
how best we can support policy formulation and 
implementation. ACORD’s role is to backstop that 
and make sure that CNC doesn’t have to make 
major investments around the infrastructure it 
needs.

 What do you think are the greatest challenges that 
the CNC faces at the moment and what are the 
prospects of the coalition?

The single most difficult challenge that the CNC 
faces is the question of resources. I don’t think the 
idea has sunk in well amongst those who would 
support the work of the CNC, ACORD included. 
There are many other ways to which we can 
support the CNC which is through joint fundrais-
ing, joint programming, joint advocacy and lever-
aging other resources that exist both within and 
outside the sector that is lagging progress. The 
CNC is very young and not very heavily resourced 
in-terms of man-power and that is one area that 
we are looking to support to ensure that the 
sustainability and viability of the CNC is in as far as 
possible shown. CNC has bright prospects. From 
what I have seen so far there seem to be very 
good coordination as NSA’s seem to be speaking 
with the same voice and there is consistency in 
diversity. CNC members work in very different 
contexts but are still able to coordinate and share 
a common view around the processes with which 
they work, which can only bear well for the future. 
In as far as we can, we will use all the connections 
and networks we have to support that. I only see a 
bright future for the CNC and don’t forget that 
ACORD is also part of that group as a civil society 
organization.

 What do you see as the very critical thing that the 
coalition needs to focus on at the moment towards 
ensuring its functionality and impact?

The CNC members need to define their priorities 
right. Currently the coalition has a decision-making 
structure, so I think they now need to work on 
making sure that those structures are sufficiently 
inclusive, transparent and that they represent the 
voice of their constituents. That is the process that 
is not going to work overnight and I have certainly 
been speaking with the Coordinator to make sure 
he understands that it’s a process and it’s a negoti-
ation process progressively to get there. Right 
now CNC seems to be doing well and there is a 
promise.
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ONE CAMPAIGN ADVOCACY FOR CAADP IMPLEMENTA-
TION IN SENEGAL AND MALI
Senegal: In Senegal ONE Campaign organized a national 
workshop to validate analysis on the CAADP implementa-
tion, an analysis done by ONE Campaign consultant on 
the CAADP Implementation Analysis Document. The 
validation workshop brought together members of 
government, including Ministries of Agriculture, Finance, 
Environment, the National Directorate of Statistics, 
Members of Parliament, members of the press and Civil 
Society Organizations. The CAADP implementation analy-
sis document is ONE’s contribution to advocacy around 
adoption of the Malabo commitments and Civil Society’s 
engagement in the monitoring of the implementation of 
the Malabo targets through the coalition of Non-State 
Actors.

Mali: The government of Mali reiterated its commitments 
at the AU Summit in Malabo in 2014 by promising to 
surpass the 10% requirement to allocating 15% of the 
national budget to agriculture. In addition, there is a 
project law in the making to allocate 10% of irrigated land 
to women and youth in agriculture. ONE Campaign has 
been engaging with Malian CSOs to translate these prom-
ises into concrete policy documents. 

As part of its advocacy push in Mali, ONE Campaign and 
its local partners have conducted high level meetings 
with Malian officials to discuss the situation of women 
and youth in agriculture, with a clear advocacy message1) 
maintain the 15% budget allocated to agriculture (surpass-
ing the Malabo commitment) and out of that agriculture 
budget to allocate at least 10% to women in agriculture 
and to pass and translate the land tenure law into 
concrete objectives of allocating 10% of the irrigated 

lands to women and youth in agriculture. ONE works with 
the local partners to move forward this ambitious agenda, 
which will contribute to the stability, countering violent 
extremism, security and development in the poor and fragile 
country of Mali. ONE’s partners include civil society organiza-
tions, international organizations, farmers, women’s groups, 
youth groups, media, human rights groups and private sector 
(30 organizations). 

The advocacy and direct lobby meetings, which were held 
from 1 to 5 August 2016 in the capital city of Bamako aimed at 
echoing ONE Campaign’s message of advocating 10% of the 
agriculture budget to women in agriculture as well as passing 
the land tenure law and its effective implementation of 
allocating 10% of irrigated land to women and youth in 
agriculture.  This advocacy message falls within ONE 
Campaign’s Poverty is Sexist Campaign.

The 2016 AGRF: CNC was actively 
involved at the 6th African Green Revolu-
tion Forum (AGRF) held at the UN Complex, 
Nairobi, Kenya from 5th -9th September 
2016 organized by the Alliance for Green 
Revolution in Africa (AGRA). The 2016 AGRF 
was convened under the Theme “Seize the 
Moment: Securing Africa’s Rise through 
Agricultural Transformation”. CNC 
convened a side event at the conference 
tagged “Accelerating Africa’s Rise: Maximiz-
ing Non-State Actors’ Potential for Results 
and Impact”. The side event focused on 
discussing how Non-State Actors’ programs 
and platforms can be broadened and 
aligned to better engage with national 
governments, regional actors and develop-
ment partners to deliver the Malabo 
commitments. The session also reviewed 
how NSAs’ should be part of the country 
Joint Sector Review (JSRs) programs includ-
ing working and supporting different 
players accountable to their commitments 
in light of Malabo commitments on account-
ability. The coalition also issued out a state-
ment of commitment towards supporting 
agricultural transformation in Africa, with a 
commitment to develop a concrete 
program of work.

CNC REPORT CARD 
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2016

aflatoxins on both health, nutrition, 
and economic development were all 
dissected at the conference, with a 
view to strengthening comprehen-
sive approaches towards increasing 
aflatoxins control were all noted. The 
CAADP Non-State Actors Coalition 
(CNC) also held a side event titled 
“Strengthening Partnerships for 
Increased Impact of Non-State Actors 
in Aflatoxin Control”, which took 
place on 11th October at the Imperial 
Resort Beach Hotel in Entebbe, 
Uganda. The main objective of the 
event was to explore ways through 
which strong partnerships between 
Non-State Actors and other catego-
ries of stakeholders can be strength-
ened in the control of Afaltoxins. 
Discussions at the event were very 
rich, leading up to the adoption of 
commitments in support of Aflatox-
ins control in Africa.

The AUC-CNC consultative 
meeting on new alliance: CNC 
in conjunction with the Department for 
Rural Economy and Agriculture (DREA) of 
the AUC and partners organized a consul-
tative meeting with on responsible private 
sector investment in African agriculture. 
The meeting held on 14th to 15th October, 
on the side lines of the PACA PPM in 
Uganda. The meeting was meant to 
properly articulate the issues of NSAs 
around the New Alliance and Grow Africa 
implementations and design a road map 
towards ensuring that the inputs of NSAs 
are taken into account in the design, 
implementation and monitoring of private 
investment in African Agriculture towards 
ensuring responsible private sector invest-
ment in African Agriculture. A few mem-
bers were selected to represent the main 
clusters in the CNC during the meeting, as 
well as from some of the New Alliance 
Countries. Very frank discussions and 
exchanges happened among participants 
towards clarifying different aspects of the 
New Alliance Implementation in Africa. 
High-point of the meeting was the adop-
tion of a “Joint Statement of Commitment 
on Mutual Engagement and Partnership in 
ensuring Responsible and Responsive 
Private Sector Investment in African 
Agriculture” by the AUC, CNC and 
partners.

CONTINENTAL ENGAGEMENT

The 2nd PACA 
PPM: The 2nd Partner-
ship Platform Meeting of 
the Partnership for 
Aflatoxin Control in Africa 
(PACA) took place in 
Entebbe Uganda from 
11th to 13th September 
2016 under the theme, 
“Tracking commitments, 
sustaining implementa-
tion for results and 
impact”. Deliberations at 
the meeting focused on 
how to build strong 
partnerships in tracking 
commitments towards 
addressing the challenge 
that Aflatoxins pose in 
both the pre-harvest and 
post-harvest phases of 
agricultural production. 
The dangerous effects of 
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NATIONAL LEVEL ENGAGEMENT

The AgriNSA mapping learning summit in Tanzania: As 
part of the CNC-Africa Lead II Program of the USAID 
Non-State Actors Mapping Program titled the AgriNSA 
Mapping Initiative, the NSA-Mapping Learning Summit 
was convened which took place in Dar es Salaam from 24 
to 25 August 2016. The CNC National Platform in Tanzania 
coordinated by the Agricultural Non-State Actors Forum 
(ANSAF) was at the forefront of the NSA Mapping Learn-
ing summit planning and implementation. The meeting 
sought to review the AgriNSA Mapping Pilot Project in 
Tanzania as a way of reviewing the entire CNC NSAs 
mapping project and learn from experience of NSAs in 
using the AgriNSA Map Tanzania to inform and refine 
thinking around the NSA mapping exercise. The AgriNSA 
Map has helped the CNC to understand the nature of 
partnerships and network relationships among NSAs in 
Tanzania, in relation to the different themes on which they 
work. The workshop enabled the CNC to obtain critical 
views and suggestions towards improving the mapping 
platform to be much more useful in driving collaboration 
and advocacy among NSAs. Lessons learned from Tanza-
nia will be synthesized, along with a similar exercise 
planned for Senegal to inform a continent-wide mapping 
exercise going forward.

Strengthening national engagement in Rwanda: The CNC, 
through the coordination of Members in Rwanda, particu-
larly ActionAid International and the Rwanda Civil Society 
Coalition on Agriculture convened the meeting on 
“Strengthening National Engagement of NSAs in Agricul-
tural Development” in Rwanda, on October 5th 2016. At 
the meeting, participants brainstormed on how to 
strengthen and better organize the national level engage-
ment of NSAs in the country’s agricultural programs. The 
meeting was able to isolate various NSA stakeholders that 
can be mobilized into the CNC network as a way of 
entrenching a strong NSAs platform to engage at the 
national level. Participants also shared ideas towards 
strengthening national level engagement. The outcomes 
of the Rwanda engagement as well as similar meetings in 
other countries will help in the design of a national level 
engagement strategy for the CNC, with clear designs of 
coordination processes as well as a strategy for joint 
programming and information sharing.
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involved at the 6th African Green Revolu-
tion Forum (AGRF) held at the UN Complex, 
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2016 organized by the Alliance for Green 
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agricultural transformation in Africa, with a 
commitment to develop a concrete 
program of work.

aflatoxins on both health, nutrition, 
and economic development were all 
dissected at the conference, with a 
view to strengthening comprehen-
sive approaches towards increasing 
aflatoxins control were all noted. The 
CAADP Non-State Actors Coalition 
(CNC) also held a side event titled 
“Strengthening Partnerships for 
Increased Impact of Non-State Actors 
in Aflatoxin Control”, which took 
place on 11th October at the Imperial 
Resort Beach Hotel in Entebbe, 
Uganda. The main objective of the 
event was to explore ways through 
which strong partnerships between 
Non-State Actors and other catego-
ries of stakeholders can be strength-
ened in the control of Afaltoxins. 
Discussions at the event were very 
rich, leading up to the adoption of 
commitments in support of Aflatox-
ins control in Africa.

The AUC-CNC consultative 
meeting on new alliance: CNC 
in conjunction with the Department for 
Rural Economy and Agriculture (DREA) of 
the AUC and partners organized a consul-
tative meeting with on responsible private 
sector investment in African agriculture. 
The meeting held on 14th to 15th October, 
on the side lines of the PACA PPM in 
Uganda. The meeting was meant to 
properly articulate the issues of NSAs 
around the New Alliance and Grow Africa 
implementations and design a road map 
towards ensuring that the inputs of NSAs 
are taken into account in the design, 
implementation and monitoring of private 
investment in African Agriculture towards 
ensuring responsible private sector invest-
ment in African Agriculture. A few mem-
bers were selected to represent the main 
clusters in the CNC during the meeting, as 
well as from some of the New Alliance 
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towards clarifying different aspects of the 
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Group photo during the AUC-CNC consultative meeting

NATIONAL LEVEL ENGAGEMENT

The AgriNSA mapping learning summit in Tanzania: As 
part of the CNC-Africa Lead II Program of the USAID 
Non-State Actors Mapping Program titled the AgriNSA 
Mapping Initiative, the NSA-Mapping Learning Summit 
was convened which took place in Dar es Salaam from 24 
to 25 August 2016. The CNC National Platform in Tanzania 
coordinated by the Agricultural Non-State Actors Forum 
(ANSAF) was at the forefront of the NSA Mapping Learn-
ing summit planning and implementation. The meeting 
sought to review the AgriNSA Mapping Pilot Project in 
Tanzania as a way of reviewing the entire CNC NSAs 
mapping project and learn from experience of NSAs in 
using the AgriNSA Map Tanzania to inform and refine 
thinking around the NSA mapping exercise. The AgriNSA 
Map has helped the CNC to understand the nature of 
partnerships and network relationships among NSAs in 
Tanzania, in relation to the different themes on which they 
work. The workshop enabled the CNC to obtain critical 
views and suggestions towards improving the mapping 
platform to be much more useful in driving collaboration 
and advocacy among NSAs. Lessons learned from Tanza-
nia will be synthesized, along with a similar exercise 
planned for Senegal to inform a continent-wide mapping 
exercise going forward.

Strengthening national engagement in Rwanda: The CNC, 
through the coordination of Members in Rwanda, particu-
larly ActionAid International and the Rwanda Civil Society 
Coalition on Agriculture convened the meeting on 
“Strengthening National Engagement of NSAs in Agricul-
tural Development” in Rwanda, on October 5th 2016. At 
the meeting, participants brainstormed on how to 
strengthen and better organize the national level engage-
ment of NSAs in the country’s agricultural programs. The 
meeting was able to isolate various NSA stakeholders that 
can be mobilized into the CNC network as a way of 
entrenching a strong NSAs platform to engage at the 
national level. Participants also shared ideas towards 
strengthening national level engagement. The outcomes 
of the Rwanda engagement as well as similar meetings in 
other countries will help in the design of a national level 
engagement strategy for the CNC, with clear designs of 
coordination processes as well as a strategy for joint 
programming and information sharing.



2016 ReSAKSS annual conference: The International Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI), in partnership with the African Union 
Commission (AUC), convened the 2016 ReSAKSS Annual 
Conference to promote review and dialogue on the CAADP imple-
mentation agenda among state and Non-State Actors. The Confer-
ence took place in Accra, Ghana from 18th -20th October, 2016 
under the Theme: “Achieving a Nutrition Revolution for Africa: 
The Road to Healthier Diets and Optimal Nutrition”. The 2016 
ReSAKSS Annual Conference brought together all the CAADP key 
stakeholders from within and outside to deliberate on key findings 
of the latest ReSAKSS Annual Trends and Outlook Report 
(ATOR), which examines challenges and opportunities for linking 
agriculture and food systems to nutrition. For More News, Visit: 
http://conference.resakss.org/ 

The 7th African Day for Food and Nutrition Security: The Africa 
Day for Food and Nutrition Security (ADFNS) was declared in July 
2010 by the African Union Heads of State and Government (at the 
15th Ordinary Session of the AU Summit) in Kampala, Uganda. 
This decision was made in recognition of the unacceptable and 
chronic crisis of hunger and malnutrition in Africa. The main 
purpose of the ADFNS is to serve as a platform for rallying political 
and financial commitments at all levels to address contemporary 
challenges of food and nutrition insecurity in Africa. This year’s 
event was held in Accra Ghana from 26th-28th October under the 
theme “Investing in Food Systems for Improving Child Nutrition: 
Key to Africa’s Renaissance”. The event provided a platform for 
different stakeholders to address contemporary challenges of food 
and nutrition security in Africa. For More News visit: http://ww-
w.nepad-caadp.net/africa-day-food-and-nutrition-security-1

The Kilimanjaro Initiative: Rural Women’s Mass Assem-
bly: Between 10th and 16th October 2016, hundreds of 
African Rural Women gathered at the foot of Mt. 
Kilimanjaro to cry out to African Leaders to demand 
women’s rights to land. They issued a “Charter of 
Demands”, twenty Nine women among them scaled the 
highest mountain in Africa-Mt Kilimanjaro just to make 
this statement. Their return on the 15th October 2016 was 
a moment of jubilation by about 400 other rural women 
from 22 African countries who waited at the foot of Mt 
Kilimanjaro to receive their heroines. Collectively, the 
women consolidated their charter of demands on land 
rights, asking the governments and other decision makers 
to tackle issues impeding their enjoyment of land rights. 
Such barriers consist of laws, policies, frameworks, 
socio-cultural barriers, land investments, and threats to 
the women’ human rights defenders. The women also 
dedicated sometime to share personal stories on how 
inequality manifests around the control over land, and 
how it affects them individually. The final charter was 
presented by Lovelyn Ejim Nnenna, the chairperson of 
the Rural Women’s Council to the Chairperson of the 
African Union Commission, represented by Madam 
Ouriatou Danfaka, the Senior Policy officer in the Bureau 
of the Chairperson. A signature Kilimanjaro solidarity 
song has also been composed and its vocalist, Ms. Odelia, 
led the women in singing their anthem. The event was 
also graced by musicians from the continent who support 
the course. Zainab Sule from Nigeria, Maiko Zulu and 
Sister D, both from Zambia Finally, the women 
converged in country groups to agree on next steps to 
ensure their demands are heard and implemented. 
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Aflatoxins & Agricultural 
Development

What are Aflatoxins?
Aflatoxin is a poison produced by a fungus called 
Aspergillus flavus, which is found in the soil and dead/ 
decaying matter in the field. They are very danger-
ous to humans and animals. Aflatoxin is produced 
mainly when the Aspergillus fungus attacks grains. 
Insect damage to crops increases fungal growth 
and aflatoxin contamination, while drought 
and high temperatures increase aflatox-
in production. Also bad harvest, 
postharvest, and storage practices 
may also increase the risk of Aflatox-
ins occurance.

What is the aflatoxin prob-
lem?
The contaminating effects of 
aflatoxins run through the entire 
crop production value chain from 
the fields to the market. Aflatox-
in-producing moulds affect grain and 
several other food crops depending on 
the region. Millions of people living in 
Africa are exposed to high and unsafe levels 
of aflatoxins through their diet. Meanwhile, 
farmers may miss out on export opportunities 
since their products may not meet international 
food safety standards as a result of aflatoxin 
contamination.

What are the effects of Aflatoxins on 
agricultural development?
Aflatoxins contaminate many African dietary 
staples such as maize, groundnuts, rice, and cassa-
va, particularly under certain conditions: dry 
weather during planting, high moisture during 
harvest, inadequate drying and storage of crops. 
This in itself constitutes a major factor limiting the 
level of agricultural productivity and the quality of 
African agricultural products in general. The 
effects of aflatoxins on agriculture are quite signifi-
cant, given that they affect all aspects of food 
security - availability, access, utilization, and stabil-
ity. Aflatoxins are highly toxic to humans and 
animals.

How do aflatoxins affect human health?
In high doses, aflatoxins can lead to serious illness and even 

death in both humans and animals. They can cause acute 
liver cirrhosis and are strongly linked to an increased risk of 

liver cancer. It is estimated that aflatoxins cause between 5% 
and 30% of all liver cancer in the world, with the highest 

incidence of 40% occurring in Africa. In the aflatoxin hotspots of 
Mozambique, the rate of liver cancer is reported to be up to 60 

times higher than that found in the United States of Ameri-
ca. Two independent studies have linked aflatoxins to 

immune suppression, increased susceptibility to 
diseases such as HIV and malaria, and a possible 

reduction in the effectiveness of vaccines. 
And limited recent studies show an associa-
tion between aflatoxin exposure and 
stunted growth in children under five 
years old. Work by the International 
Institute for Tropical Agriculture (IITA) in 
Togo and Benin has shown that large 
numbers of children may be affected by 
aflatoxin-associated stunting. This means 

that aflatoxins could be contributing to a 
significant public health burden in develop-

ing countries.

How do aflatoxins affect Africa’s food 
economy?

Aflatoxins contribute to nutritional and economic losses in 
major commodities including groundnuts, maize, sorghum, 
cassava, yam chips, cotton seeds, coffee, cocoa, copra and oils. 
Aflatoxin contamination also prevents commodities from meet-
ing international, regional and local regulations, and standards 
governing agricultural trade and food safety. Contaminated 
food is effectively lost as it must be destroyed because alterna-
tive uses are not readily available. Small-scale farmers are hit 
particularly hard. Since contaminated crops do not meet food 
safety standards, aflatoxin contamination undermines local 
purchase programs by development partners and access to 
other markets. It also hinders investments in seeds, tools and 
fertilizers, intended to boost agricultural development and 
trade. Through contaminated feed, aflatoxin exposure is 
detrimental to the health of livestock. This causes a decrease in 
milk and egg yields, with high doses causing serious illness. 
Aflatoxins can therefore have devastating economic impacts on 
livestock and dairy sectors. 

Source; http://www.aflatoxinpartnership.org/

 

FAQs ? ? ? ?

Maize seeds affected
 by aflatoxins
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