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Statement from the 
Steering COmmittee

T
he year 2015 was indeed memorable in the 

journey of the CAADP Non-State Actors’ 

Coalition (CNC).  On March 23, 2015, at a 

momentous occasion in Johannesburg, RSA, graced 

by the African Union Commissioner for Agriculture and 

Rural Economy, Her Excellency Tumusime Rhoda Peace, 

the CNC was formally launched. During the launch, I 

reminded all our guests that farming was about faith 

and patience. Farmers have faith that the rain will come, 

that the policies will be right and that the markets will be 

available at the right prices. Even when the environment 

is unsupportive and challenging, farmers have the 

patience to wait and persevere until all is well. 

Yet our farmers will have more resilience and confidence 

if the CNC evolves to be strong enough to be able to 

push all stakeholders: governments, private sector, 

development partners and civil society to deliver on their 

commitments as captured in the Malabo Declaration. 

Her Excellency Commissioner Tumusiime, in her 

speech at the CNC launch, emphasized the importance 

of mutual accountability. She stressed the need for 

ensuring that all key stakeholders in the CAADP agenda 

played their roles and took full accountability for their 

actions or indeed inaction. 

As we look back to 2015, we note the great milestones 

made in achieving a more coherent strategic focus for 

the CNC.  Through the meetings and engagements we 

had as a group of diverse Non-State stakeholders we 

were able to clearly agree on what our key roles should 

be in the CAADP agenda. Those roles include promoting 

policy dialogue around agricultural development, 

implementing practical programmes that benefit 

farmers and relevant stakeholders in the agricultural 

value chain, pushing for key policy reforms, advocacy, 

monitoring and evaluation as well as being part of 

setting the policy agenda; leading social mobilization 

and building a strong Non-State Actors’ coalition for 

CAADP.

Most importantly, it is vital that we are mindful of 

what value we bring to CAADP.   Among the key areas 

of value for CNC activities are that we seek to ensure 

CAADP plans are put into action, we raise awareness 

and promote engagement of women and youth in 

agriculture. These are key result areas to continue to 

focus on as we work together to strengthen the coalition 

in the months and years to come.

I welcome you to enjoy our first Annual report. There 

in, you will find a catalogue of the various activities, 

engagements, and positions made by CNC and its 

members through the year 2015. A special vote of 

thanks goes to our development partners, the AUC 

and NPCA management and the NSA fraternity for 

embracing the CAADP development agenda.

Nice reading.

Dr. Cris Muyunda

For Steering Committee
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W
elcome to the maiden edition of the CNC 

annual report. Hope you will find it an 

interesting read. I must say that I am a 

happy person today because of what we were able to 

accomplish over the past four or so years.

Esteemed readers, it is a pleasure for me to take 

you through the journey of the CNC so that you can 

appreciate the untiring efforts of the persons and 

institutions that made this possible.

Just like many other processes, it is difficult for our 

leadership to match rhetoric to action, just as we find it 

difficult to implement the many difficult policy provisions 

Africa has and is producing. In the case of CAADP 

implementation, some efforts went into matching words 

with action after the realization that NSAs involvement 

in the process was low and that there is need to identify 

the problems and find ways of solving them, thanks to 

NPCA and AUC for commissioning of the study on how 

to boost Non-State Actors participation in CAADP.

The study at the time tried to dig into the barriers 

that impede the participation of NSAs in the CAADP 

implementation process at national, regional and 

Statement of CNC 
Coordinator
continental level. Key among the findings was the lack 

of coordination, representation and capacity amongst 

NSAs to engage in policy processes especially CAADP. 

The report also gave a couple of recommendations on 

how to circumvent some of these challenges and on 

how to boost NSA participation across the levels for 

the effective implementation of CAADP. One such key 

recommendation is for NSAs to organize themselves to 

improve coordination. 

That is when we got started with the implementation of 

the study recommendation on improving coordination. 

We started as a task team; grew into a loose network 

working through adhoc, untimely and intimidating 

processes at national, regional and continental levels  

We now boast of a secretariat housed at ACORD in 

Nairobi, a full time coordinator, a five year strategy and 

implementation plan, and membership which is growing 

from strength to strength at all levels.

The stories we tell in this report is about the actions 

undertaken across the continent by the members of the 

coalition and the impacts thereof. You would realize it 

was not an easy ride as different scenarios manifest 

across the countries and regions all needing specific 

interventions. The lesson to be drawn is that different 

terrains require different actions and at CNC we are not 

prescriptive; we ensure local realities reign, through our 

facilitation and coordination.

Esteemed reader you will realize it took resources 

(human and financial), time and efforts to get us to 

where we are. I cannot conclude without appreciating 

organizations and individuals who contributed directly 

or indirectly to the successes registered so far.

First I would like to thank the members of the Task team 

for their untiring efforts and at this stage I would like 
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to pay special tribute to late Chief Alangeh Romanus 

Che, who was the chairperson of the then task team. He 

was a true son of Africa who lived for the struggle of his 

continent. He was full of wisdom, energy and a selfless 

person. May his soul rest in perfect peace. To the rest of 

the membership, I salute.

We thank the AUC/NPCA through the commissioner of 

DREA Her Excellency Madam Rhoda Peace Tumusiime 

for their unflinching support throughout the journey. 

Commissioner Rhoda Peace Tumusiime officially 

presided over the launch of the CNC during the last 

12th CAADP PP in Johannesburg with an inspiring 

speech and encouragement. To the technical staff, we 

thank you for accommodating our excesses but we all 

meant good for the continent, we need more space to 

contribute effectively.

To the development partners, we thank you for the 

support. I want to single out the USAID Africa Lead 

Project and the USG Feed the Future Program for being 

there with us throughout the process. You believed in 

us, mentored and supported us through hard and easy 

times; we owe you a debt of gratitude for everything. 

Thank you.

To our membership, farmers’ organizations, private 

sector, CSOs, youth, women and citizens of Africa, I 

thank you for believing us, for working together, and 

for dedicating your time to the process. We appreciate 

every effort to get us going. The motivation is that 

Africa is ours to develop; lets us demand that space 

to engage constructively with other actors for more 

results-oriented implementation of the CAADP process. 

Our institutions are paid for by tax payers and hence 

we must continue to question, influence, contribute, 

advocate, monitor, consult, etc., in a bid to find a lasting 

solution to the food insecurity situation. Be involved, 

the time is now! 

To conclude I would like to reiterate the commitment 

of the CNC to the implementation of the next decade 

of CAADP. I would like to urge everyone to brace up to 

the ideals of our leaders as enshrined in the Malabo 

declaration and align their programmes to CAADP. We 

do not need the proliferation of many initiatives; let us 

walk the talk in the implementation of the CAADP.

Enjoy the Report!

Buba Khan

CNC Interim Coordinator
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Background of the CAADP Non-State Actors 
Coalition (CNC)

T
he process of formation of a uniting platform 

for Non-State Actors in CAADP started as 

early as 2010 at the 6th CAADP PP where 

a Non-State Actors’ Task team was formed by the 

AUC and NEPAD agency. This followed an AUC/NPCA 

assessment study on the participation of the NSA in the 

CAADP process. The study sought to find out why NSA 

participation was low and accordingly recommended 

that NSAs needed better mobilization, coordination and 

space within CAADP to air their views and aspirations. 

Consquently, the 6th CAADP PP (April 2010) recognized 

the poor quality of non-state actor participation and 

called for more inclusion of non-state actors, especially 

poor and marginalized communities, at all levels. A NSA 

task team was formed headed the late Chief Romanus 

Alangeh Che but the team worked in an ad hoc manner, 

was poorly funded and struggled for recorgnition and 

space within CAADP.

The Journey in Brief:
In 2013, a joint Advocacy strategy was developed with 

NEPAD focused on supporting the sustaining the CAADP 

Momentum Results Framework (SCMHRF) and actions 

in the next deccade of CAADP. In May 2014, with support 

from the USAID Africa lead, a first institutionalization 

workshop was convened in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. At 

that workshop, NSAs developed a draft strategy and 18 

months’ work.

In July 2014, also in Addis Ababa, a second 

institutionalization workshop adopted drafts of both a 

Membership MOU between the Coalition and individual 

NSA and another with the AUC. They also set up a 

transitional steering committee/governing council, as 

well as finalize the coalition’s strategic plan and the 

18-months work plan earlier developed.

Vision:
A prosperous Africa where growth is shared among 

citizens through agricultural transformation and wealth 

creation

The Journey So far:
Mission: 
To enhance citizen engagement and ensure delivery of 

quality agricultural services, through evidence based 

policy advocacy and capacity development for CAADP 

implementation at all levels.

Objectives: 
The main Objectives of the CNC are:

• To create awareness on sustaining 

CAADP momentum and improve CAADP 

implementation through effective participation 

of NSA actors at all levels

• To advocate for policy reform towards the 

CAADP implementation in line with the Malabo 

Declaration

• To strengthen capacity of NSA Coalition to 

deliver on its mandate effectively and efficiently

What is the Mandate of the CNC?
The coalition serves as an Africa-wide alliance of Non-

State Actors relevant to the CAADP implementation 

process. These actors are specifically defined as; 

“Actors outside of government, whether organized or 

not, who share the vision and objectives of CAADP”.

The Coalition works together with, and through 

it’s members, to build capacity and enhance direct 

constructive participation of NSA in the policy and 

decision-making processes at the national, regional, 

continental levels for the advancement of the goals of 

the CAADP process. 

The coalition strives to build a focused sense of 

commitment among the diverse members to positively 

impact the CAADP process. The participating 

organizations, while diverse in identity, nature and 

mandate, all share a common commitment:- a 

commitment towards agricultural development in 

Africa. The coalition engages its members towards 

the development of certain core values which greatly 

enhance the results of the work of NSA related to 

the CAADP process. NSAs are a large part of the 
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Who are Non-State Actors (NSA)?

•	 Farmer Organizations/Associations/Networks,

•	 Private Sector

•	 CSOs/NGOs/INGOs

•	 Academic and Research Organizations

•	 Faith-Based Organizations

•	 Community-Based Organizations

•	 Labor Unions

•	 Media

•	 Youth Organizations

•	 Women’s Organizations

What is the role of NSA

•	 Policy dialogue and planning

•	 Implementation of actions 

•	 Policy Reform 

•	 Advocacy  and capacity building

•	 Accountability and M & E

•	 Setting Policy Agenda

•	 Social mobilization and coalition building

Value Added by NSA to CAADP process

1. Putting CAADP plans into action

2. Raising awareness and engaging stakeholders

3. Raising awareness and mobilizing the public 

from National to community level

4. Knowledge generation and sharing best 

practices  

5. Advocacy to governments, donors and other 

stakeholders to support the CAADP process

6. Capacity development of national and regional 

stakeholders

7. Increasing CAADP engagement with women & 

youth

Challenges facing NSA

•	 Ensuring constituencies have legitimate and 

accountable Representation 

•	 Availability of resources for NSA participation

•	 Variable capacity of actors on policy work

•	 Limited awareness by Non-State Actors of the 

CAADP process and its relevance to them

•	 Ensuring the accountability of State actors, 

including through Parliamentarians

•	 Ensuring a balance of interests, especially for 

women, grassroots, consumers

•	 Lack of government buy-in

implementers of CAADP. Without them we could have 

great CAADP investment plans but there will be weak 

results, accountability and sustainability. CAADP 

NSA Members participate in a Networking exercise

implementation is not the type of work that national 

governments do alone, it takes the direct involvement 

Non-State Actors to achieve, actions, results and 

impacts within CAADP.

Dr Janet Edeme, the Head of Division, Rural Economy, 

AU-Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture (AU-

DREA)
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GA

Secretariat
Staff: Coordinator, Finance, Communications, Programs 

Manager

Virtual Facilitators: Private Sector, CSOs, Women, 
Farmers, Youth, Media, Research & Academia

REGIONAL LEVEL COORDINATION STRUCTURES 

SC/GC

NATIONAL LEVEL CORDINATION STRUCTURES

The CNC Logo: What does it signify?

The CNC logo was adopted in July 2015 after a 3 

months process to develop it, edit after input, review 

and final adoption. It signifies unity of the various 

Non-State Actors within the African continent. It 

welcomes persons, actors, organisations and groups 

all with a particular vision of achieving agricultural 

transformation through the CAADP agenda. 

CNC Governance Structure

The General Assembly (GA) is the apex decision-making 

body of CNC responsible for establishing the general 

policy and strategy of the Coalition. It is a gathering of 

all NSAs that have subscribed to the CNC MoU which 

defines membership rules, obligations and roles and 

responsibilities. 

The Steering Committee/ Governing Council (SC/

GC) is a 9-person Committee elected by the General 

Assembly to serve as the CNC Board for a specified 

period of time. The SC provides oversight and guidance 

to the Secretariat and reviews the process done at the 

member States level and defines strategies based on 

agreed priorities at the level of the General Assembly as 

well as what specific activities of NSAs at the regional 

and national levels. 

The Secretariat: The secretariat is in charge of 

operations and implementation of the agenda agreed 

upon by the governing council/ steering committee. 

The coalition will maintain only a few staff so as to 

guard against too much formalization, bureaucracy and 

redundancy. The Secretariat is supported by the Virtual 

Facilitators.
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T
he CNC as a pan-African alliance on 

CAADP set institutional development in 

the strategic plan as a key pillar for growth 

and NSA strengthening. It is imperative for CNC to 

develop into a formalized institution at continental 

level with a critical mass of informed citizens and 

strong institutions at National and local level. In 

the year 2015, CNC was able to reach the following 

milestones:

CNC takes strides to Institutionalize at continental 

and country level

Institutional development Workshop
The momentum to institutionalize the participation 

of NSA in the CAADP process started as early as 2010 

at the 6th CAADP Partnership Platform (CAADP PP), 

but there is no doubt the top notch gear was turned 

on in 2014 during the African year of Agriculture 

and Food Security. It was the year that NSA had 

worked extremely hard to inform the development 

of the Malabo declaration and it was absolutely 

necessary to keep tabs with the monitoring of the 

CAADP and Malabo implementation. Especially after 

the recognition and articulation of the various roles 

Institutional Development:
and responsibilities that Non-State Actors would 

play by the CAADP Results framework (SCM-RF), 

the Malabo declaration, and Malabo Implementation 

Strategy and Roadmap (IS&R) and the Malabo 

Programme of Work (PoW). It was necessary for 

the group to consolidate itself and the blessing 

came in the form of the partnership and support 

received from Africa Lead/USAID/ Feed the Future. 

The partner had generously supported the NSA 

task team to meet in Addis Ababa in April 2014 and 

develop an institutional roadmap, a strategic plan, 

a constitution, Memorandum of understanding and 

other institutional documents. The second meeting 

in September 2014 also in Addis Ababa validated the 

institutional documents and elected the Interim 

9-person Steering Committee.

The third institutional development workshop for 

the CAADP Non-State Actors Coalition (CNC) was 

held on 23rd and 24th of March 2015 at Birchwood 

Hotel in South Africa on the sidelines of the 11th 

CAADP Partnership Platform (CAADP-PP) Meeting.  

The 11th PP would be the first PP after the Malabo 

declaration and certainly the PP at which the CNC 

would be officially launch. 
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When you talk to the governments, also talk to 

yourself so that you know that you have done 

your work because mutual accountability is 

about partnerships. What do you bring on the 

table and what has been achieved entirely. So 

this is what we want to see coming on our table, 

we would like to see a continent, where are we 

going, measure if  we have achieved what we 

set out to do. Why should we have policies, 

why should we have decisions which we don’t 

implement? That is why we should hold each 

other accountable and that is why the role of NSA 

is extremely important in all these processes.

Now on the part of the commission, I saw you 

identifying some areas which you think we should 

work with you on, the commission is always 

available,  to work with you and that is why we 

thought that you are so important,  we need you 

to be around with us so we shall definitely look 

at all those aspects  identified, if you wanted to 

articulate the areas of collaboration, why not? 

The answer is YES. HE Rhoda Peace Tumusiime, 

Commissioner DREA, AUC

The two-day meeting was attended by forty five (45) 

participants who included farmers, women, youths, 

CSOs, NGOs, CBOs, Private sector, AUC/NEPAD officials, 

development partners and donors from more than 30 

African countries. The notable figures and development 

partners included Katie Alison Deputy Chief of Party 

Africa Lead Regional Office – Nairobi: Mr. David Tardif-

Douglin Chief of Party Africa Lead 2: Dr. Janet Edeme 

Head of Division Rural Economy, AUC: Mr. Komla 

Bissi Head of CAADP, AUC; Ian Randall of Grow Africa 

initiative; Mr. Patterson Brown from USAID Bureau 

of Food Security and HE Rhoda Peace Tumusiime, 

Commissioner for Department of Rural Economy and 

Agriculture, AUC. 

This meeting was critical in preparing for the CNC launch 

but also to finalise the preparations to recruit secretariat 

staff and to get the CNC secretariat up and running. It 

was at this meeting that operational issues such as 

staff emoluments, secretariat costs were agreed on 

between CNC and Africa Lead officials. Furthermore, the 

workshop offered members an opportunity to discuss 

various thematic issues and develop and sharpen 

the positions and issues that NSA would bring to the 

CAADP PP. Some of the issues included, Unpaid Care 

work: Women in agriculture: rolling out and enhancing 

NSA participation in CAADP processes at national level: 

Joint Sector Reviews and how they are conducted: and 

the Private Sector, its role and place in the midst of a 

changing terrain.

”

“
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I
t was threatening to be like any other 

CAADP PP routine where NSA would go 

contemplating to launch and then suddenly 

backed down because it wasn’t the right time, there 

wasn’t a key target person, some key members were 

missing, they needed more time to prepare or they 

didn’t feature on the programme! This wasn’t to 

be….It was the evening which crowned the capacity 

building and reflection session of NSA at Birchwood 

Hotel, Johannesburg, South Africa. It was the evening 

of Tuesday 24th March 2015, what a memorable 

evening!  At a few minutes past 7:00pm local time, 

the Master of Ceremony called to order a packed 

room full of anyone who is anyone in the CAADP 

process. It was show time!

CNC is Launched!
It was time to officially give birth to the long awaited 

baby:- The CAADP Non-State Actors Coalition (CNC). 

This brought an end to a journey that had started 6 

years earlier with the birth of the NSA task Force in 

2010 which grew into the CNC.

The lovely evening was marked with speeches and 

commitments to CNC from the Chairperson, a farmer 

– Dr, Theo de Jager:  USAID official, representatives 

of the NEPAD agency and a keynote speech from the 

Guest of Honour HE Commissioner Rhoda Peace 

Tumusiime from the AU’s Department of Rural 

Economy and Agriculture. It was crowned with the 

unveiling of the CNC banner as the sign of the launch.
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CNC Chariperson 

Dr.Theo de Jagar 

steps up to 

welcome guests at 

the CNC launch

CNC Meeting and Launch Quotable Quotes

M
utual 

accountability 

is about you, 

me, what is it that we have to 

do. It is Sunday or Saturday 

when I got this message on 

twitter, the message was 

that; if each one of us has to 

sweep the front of his door, the 

world would be clean... - H.E. 

Commissioner Rhoda Peace 

Tumusiime

F
arming is about faith, 

it is about patience 

because when you 

plant that see, when you bring 

the bull among the cows, you 

do it by faith and patiently you 

wait for it to germinate, and 

you wait for it to grow,  you 

wait for harvest time, you wait 

for the rain,  and sometimes it 

never comes... - Dr. Theo de 

Jagar CNC President

I really want to recognise 

that accomplishment 

certainly at this launch 

tonight; it’s something we should 

all be proud about.  Coming out 

of the Malabo declaration,  and 

agreement last Northern hemisphere 

summer, really it shows a number 

of areas of strategic objectives 

essentially and the primary one was 

the reaffirmation of CAADP,  and 

CAADP offers a foundation for our 

actions... - Mr. Patterson Brown from 

USAID Bureau of Food Security
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Following the official launch of the CNC on March 

2015, ACORD was chosen by fellow NSA members 

with agreement of development partners to host the 

Secretariat of the CAADP Non-State Actors Coalition 

(CNC).

“The CNC express its gratitude to ACORD for all its 

efforts and support and for accepting to host the 

Secretariat of the CNC in Nairobi”, Buba Khan, the 

CNC interim Coordinator.

CNC HOUSED!
“We seize this opportunity to appreciate USAID 

technical and financial efforts and thank members 

of the coalition for their confidence in ACORD to 

host and provide leadership to the CNC Secretariat. 

We commend the coalition’s strong commitment 

to agricultural development and food security from 

national, regional and continental levels. ACORD 

would wish to reiterate its willingness and support as 

NSA member as well as host of the CNC Secretariat 

to sustain our contribution to this process.” Salina 

Sanou Head of Policy and Advocacy at ACORD

HE. Commissioner Mrs. Rhoda Peace Tumusiime 
makes keynote speech 
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KENYA: CNC Launched in Kenya

The Kenya NSA Sensitization meeting on CAADP, 

Malabo Declaration and JSRs galvanized a process 

towards organizing the Agricultural NSAs in Kenya. 

This workshop produced several outcomes including 

the setting up of a very vibrant steering Committee 

that immediately swung in to action under the name 

of Agricultural Council of Kenya (AgCK). This steering 

committee was nominated with the main task of 

starting the process of formalizing the coalition in 

readiness for the launch for the CAADP-NSAs Kenya 

chapter. The steering committee is comprised 

of representatives from KENAFF, Action Aid, 

AIN, KESSFF, Smallholder farmers Association, 

ACORD, YPARD Kenya and National Potato 

council of Kenya. 

Sicily Kariuki, Kenya’s Principal Secretary, 

Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, who gave 

the keynote address and officially opened a 

CNC Launched in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda

Kenya NSA members attending the 

NSA Capacity Building Workshop

TANZANIA: CNC Launched in Tanzania

The CNC National Chapter in Tanzania was launched on 

21st December 2015 at Peacock Hotel, in Dar es Salaam

The event was attended by some of the major leading 

agriculture NSA including ESAFF, MVIWATA, Helvetas 

Swiss Intercooperation, Independent Research, PANITA, 

MRA, SUGECO, PAPAC, ACT, OXFAM, SAGCOT, TABIO, 

Rice Council of Tanzania,  and the representatives of 

the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security (MAFC). 

Tanzania NSA participate in 

the workshop

two-day sensitization workshop on the Comprehensive 

Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) /

Malabo Declaration for Kenya non-state actors, said 

“this meeting comes at a time when African leaders 

have recently recommitted themselves to the Malabo 

Declaration.” She said that “non-state actors should 

work together with government in achieving CAADP to 

achieve food security and encourage youth to take part 

in agriculture”. The Steering committee officially got 

launched a week after election and launched the Kenya 

NSA Coalition.

The event was graced by the CAADP Focal person in 

Tanzania who gave a blessing to the CNC Tanzania 

Chapter to continue delivering on their mandate and 

committed government support.

The platform was formed to mobilize, catalyze 

participation and enhance the NSA understanding of 

CAADP process at country level, deliberating on how 

best NSAs can become integrated in the process, 

designing effective mechanisms of coordinating NSAs 

at country level and linking our national efforts with 

other NSA at regional and continental level.

The event also launched and flagged off the Steering 

Committee to continue leading the process until another 

committee is selected.
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UGANDA: National CAADP NSA Platform introduced to 

the Ministry of Agriculture 

Following the launch of the CNC at the 11th CAADP PP 

in Johannesburg, South Africa, the Ugandan delegation 

was blessed to have a meeting with HE Commissioner 

Rhoda Peace Tumusiime who urged the Ugandan NSA 

team to take lead, initialize and catalyze the CAADP 

process at national level. This resulted in a series 

of meetings at national level which gave birth to the 

Uganda National CAADP NSA platform. The platform 

chose a Steering committee and sought to introduce the 

platform to the Ministry of Agriculture Animal Industry 

and Fisheries (MAAIF). On Wednesday 06th May 2015, 

CAADP National Platform members had a meeting 

with the Minister for Agriculture, Animal Industry and 

Fisheries Hon Tress Buchanayandi, who was excited 

about the idea of the platform.

Uganda’s Minister for Agriculture Animal Industries and Fisheries meetings Uganda CAADP NSA 

members. L-R Dr. SLim Nandi of AFAAS, Ambassador Philip Idro of EAGC, Mr. Grace Musimaami 

from CAADP Journalists Network, Hon. Dr. Tres Buchanayandi the Minister of Agriculture, Mr. 

Charles Olweny Mulozi of Action Aid, Mr. Tom Mugisa 

In his response, the minister said “I have no objection, 

I hope am also able to become a member, in fact this 

platform is going to help me. I cannot argue with the 

president that I have been given little money in the 

budget, or say the comparative analysis by finance is 

wrong about the agriculture ministry, but this platform 

will help to send out an independent voice that we shall 

just support because we know it is for the best of the 

sector.”

The minister suggested that the platform should be 

more of a partnership platform between Non-State 

Actors and state for better working relation rather than 

become a critiquing organ. He promised to support the 

Platform in any way the platform may deem his office 

capable. As an action point he directed an officer from 

the ministry to draft a cabinet paper to be discussed 

in line with deepening understandings of the Malabo 

declaration in Uganda. 



17CNC Annual Report 2015

CNC Policy Propositions
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T
he CAADP Non-State Actors Coalition (CNC) 

has a new coordinator. The Coordinator will 

work closely with CNC Steering Committee 

and working groups to coordinate planning and 

implementation of activities, including setting up 

concrete Institutional systems and ways of working 

for the CNC; carry out resource mobilization; expand 

the CNC membership base through outreach; and  

facilitate NSA advocacy and effective participation at 

country, regional and continent levels on agricultural 

policy aligned on CAADP and the Malabo Declaration. 

The CNC Coordinator will be based in the ACORD’s 

Headquarters in Nairobi, following the conclusion 

of arrangements between the CNC and ACORD in 

that regard. The take-off of the CNC Secretariat 

is supported by a grant agreement on Secretarial 

suport for the CNC, signed in August 2015 between 

the Africa Lead and ACORD.  

Kop’ep DABUGAT, the new CNC Coordinator, 

possesses post-graduate qualification in 

International Relations, as well as in Governance, 

Democratization and Public Policy. He was 

educated at the Ahmadu Bello University Zaria 

and the University of Jos, both in Nigeria and the 

International Institute of Social Studies in The 

Netherlands. He has trained in several themes 

with relevance to advocacy and multi-stakeholder 

constructive engagement around social justice 

Meet the New CAADP Non-State Actors 
Coalition (CNC) Coordinator:  Kop’ep Dabugat

and pro-poor development and has had extensive 

experience in CSO/ NSA engagement in several 

different capacities.  Professionally, Kop’ep has 

been involved in development program management 

across all levels of the African society including 

sub-national, national and regional/ international 

spheres. He has had considerable experience in the 

design and deployment of frameworks and systems 

for Civil Society coordination, having been involved 

with the West Africa Civil Society Forum (WACSOF) 

for over five years where he served first as a Program 

office and later as a Consultant. 

Kop’ep is widely known across Nigeria and West 

Africa as well as within the CNC Network across 

Africa for his commitment and passion for Africa’s 

development. Since July 2014, Kop’ep has played an 

important role in CNC’s development into a leading 

platform for NSA engagement around CAADP issues 

across Africa. Before his appointment as the CNC 

coordinator, he served as one of CNC’s West Africa 

Focal Points as well as facilitator for Nigeria activities. 

He has provided technical inputs on strategic and 

activity plans; prepared and contributed to concept 

notes, activity reports and other CNC documents; and 

during 2015, helped in designing implementation of 

the NSA Sensitization Workshops and NSA Mapping 

activities in East and West Africa. Kop’ep Dabugat 

resumes his new position as the CNC Coordinator on 

February 1st 2016. 
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A
fter the passing of the Malabo 

declaration at the 23rd Heads of State 

and Government Summit of 2014 in 

Malabo Equatorial Guinea, various actors took  the 

initiative to uptake the deliberations and the renewal 

of the Maputo 2003 Commitments. Amongst the 

emerging theme was the establishment of the 

continental level CAADP Non-State Actors Coalition 

(CNC) which was envisioned to comprise of national 

chapters that coalesce at continental level.  The 

national chapters would be comprised of all actors 

involved agricultural development. This required 

a thorough mapping of these actors. Tanzania 

became CNC’s first pilot country to undertake an 

NSA mapping exercise in July 2015.  Led by ESAFF 

and ANSAF, the CNC undertook a national mapping 

exercise with the support of Africa Lead II/ USAID/ 

Feed the Future facilitated by Root Change. The 

process and mapping exercise came up with an NSA 

map.   

Through the mapping exercise, CNC envisages to 

generate information which would be useful to: create 

a dynamic list of important resource partners, identify 

opportunities to leverage relationships and influence 

to facilitate change, support underrepresented NSAs 

to engage in CAADP policy processes. In addition 

CNC Conducts Mapping of NSA in Tanzania

the information is important for  building a more 

robust, sustainable, member-serving coalition, 

strengthen collaboration among peers, develop 

resource directories, help the members collect and 

disseminate relevant policy information, tools; 

link members to capacity building and resourcing 

opportunities that will strengthen advocacy, NGO 

and coalition management and effectiveness.

The CNC also hopes the Mapping exercise becomes 

a strong fundraising tool which equips donors to 

Identify key actors to engage in program activities, 

support underrepresented groups to become more 

engaged as well as use the mapping information 

to strengthen coalitions and networks for better 

advocacy and influencing. 

Through the mapping exercise, CNC was able to 

identify who the key NSA involved in Agriculture in 

Tanzania are, what relationships they have with 

each other and various development partners, and 

which NSA are most and/or least influential within 

the Tanzanian policy advocacy, Capacity building, 

Institutional Development landscape. Tanzania NSA 

are encouraged to join through www.nsamap.org. 

This work continues and more momentum is 

expected this year and the mapping exercise will 

move to Senegal in 2016.
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H
is Royal Highness Chief Alangeh 

Romanus Che born on 07th July 1972, 

was a traditional ruler of the Bambui 

kingdom, found in the Northwest region of Cameroon. 

Chief Alangeh Romanus Che was a small-scale farmer 

with over 23 years work experience in the agriculture 

development field especially in cooperative organisation 

and administration with a special focus in the farmers’ 

organizations and peasant movements. 

At the time of his passing on July 11 2015, Chief Alangeh 

was a member of CNC Steering Committee where he 

represented Farmers. He had also been the Chairperson 

of the CAADP NSA Task team which grew into the 

Tribute to
The Icon

CHIEF ALANGEH ROMANUS CHE 
THE CNC SHALL ALWAYS REMEMBER YOU

Born: 07-07-1972, Died: 11-07-2015 

current CNC. Chief was a very influential member of the 

NSA and played a pivotal role in mobilizing farmers to 

embrace the CAADP agenda as well as to hold their duty 

bearers accountable.

Chief was the first vice president of the National 

Consultation Forum of Farmers’ Organisations in 

Cameroon (CNOP-Cam). He was also Administrative 

Councilor of the Regional Platform of Farmers’ 

Organisations in Central Africa (PROPAC), Member of 

the CAADP regional team for the Economic Community 

of Central African States (ECCAS), Member of the 

international steering group of the UN Civil Society 

Network on Scaling-Up Nutrition. He was also a 
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committed board member of the Alliance of Food 

Sovereignty in Africa (AFSA). This goes a long way 

to explain Chief Alangeh’s dedication to Africa’s 

agriculture development. He will be missed and we wish 

him eternal rest.

To everyone death must come to but some people 

go too soon. Chief was a good person and he will be 

greatly missed by the CNC and everyone who has ever 

interacted with him. May His gentle soul rest in perfect 

peace; Buba Khan

We are deeply saddened by the news of Chief passing. 

He will live on in our memories forever. I want to express 

my deepest condolences to his family and friends. May 

his soul rest eternally in peace. Fatou Mbaye

We will miss you and cherish the good times we had 

together. your departure has left a void in the CNC; your 

arguments I will miss. May your family take comfort 

in that you did your part in the development of the 

continent and that God takes the best: Abby

Chief it is too soon and too sudden for us to believe that 

you have gone for good. It was only three months ago 

that we were together and you were very active in the 

meeting. Little did we know that it was your last meeting 

with CNC colleagues. You will highly be missed. Deep 

condolences to the family - Benito

Chief, you have left us without saying goodbye. We 

thank you for your sacrifices and leadership in the 

advancement  of the African food security agenda. 

Thank you for  such a rich legacy. You will be greatly  

missed by us! Nachilala.

Chief, I am very happy to have met you in my lifetime. 

What a rolling ball of energy you have been for the CNC 

in particular and for several other Non-State Actors 

processes, not only at the African level, but also globally. 

I remember the several conversations we had about the 

“ancestors” during the past few years: You are not one 

of them. Rest in Peace Chief! Kop’ep.

You were a great advocate for development. You stood 

for what you believed in. We have lost a champion. 

You will be greatly missed. May your soul rest in peace 

Chief. Fadzai 

Dear Chief, I recall I once told you (jokingly) in our 

meeting in Addis Ababa during the formative stage 

of CNC that “if we remove Chief, we have removed 

controversy, and if we remove controversy, we are too 

far from the facts”. You remained a zealous enabler and 

strong contributor to value additions through your warm 

debates that gave meaning to decisions. We, and I in 

particular will miss your great sense of humour. Africa 

as a continent and the civils society as a group shall 

miss your contributions to the welfare of her citizenry. 

However, since what you have done is to answer the 

inevitable call of nature, may the Almighty remember 

your contributions and retain you in paradise! Amen! 

Keep resting in peace…..Ken UKAOHA, Esq.   

I will miss your smiling face and enthusiasm. Rest in 

Peace.  Kathy Alison

I met him once and it was the last. Chief was a genuine 

and bold person. I always remember the friendly talk we 

had at Joburg. Chief, let you soul rest in peace and my 

deepest condolences to your family. Tsegaw Lencha

Tu vas manquer a la communaute du CAADP. Que Dieu 

t’accueille aupres de lui CHEF! Repose en Paix

I worked very closely with Chief as The Chair of the 

CAADP Non-State Actors taskforce. I deputized him. 

We encouraged one another and occasionally reached 

out to Buba, who would energize us to stay on course 

even when everyone else seemed to have given up in 

the agenda. Chief was enthusiastic, frank .spoke what 

he believed in without fear. Will miss him but we accept 

God’s will. Rest in Peace Chief

When I first met Chief, I got assured that the small 

scale farmers had that frank voice which ably, audibly 

and clearly said what the farmers wanted. I learned a 

lot from you, I am proud to have known and worked 

alongside you, and I will miss you dearly. May your Soul 

rest in eternal Peace. George Asiimwe
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C
NC aims to build the capacity of African 

NSAs to effectively influence CAADP and 

agriculture policies and practices in Africa.  

The following are highlights of the capacity building 

that CNC undertook in 2015.

NSA Capacity built on Malabo declaration, CAADP, 

National Agriculture Investment. Plans and Joint 

Sector Review in East Africa.

The CNC in collaboration with Africa Lead II/USAID/

Feed the Future undertook a process of developing 

the capacities of NSA in Tanzania, Uganda and 

Kenya,. The two day trainings each took place on 

July 21st - 23rd 2015, August 13th – 14th 2015 and 

18th -19th August 2015, in Tanzania, Uganda and 

Kenya respectively.

A cumulative total of close to 160 NSA attended 

these sensitizations in the three countries. The 

workshops sought to Sensitize NSA on the Malabo 

declaration, CAADP, National Agriculture Investment 

Capacity Building:
Plans and Joint Sector Reviews. The workshops 

were attended by NGOs, Farmers, Farmers 

Organisations, Private Sector, Business Community, 

Academia, Youths, Women, Media; representatives 

of the Ministry of Agriculture, National Planning 

Authorities, and eminent persons. All participating 

organizations and actors were representatives of 

membership platforms, coalitions, networks and 

umbrella organizations at local and national level. 

The participants in these workshops relayed the 

information to their members and created a ripple 

effect where now, more NSA in these countries are 

familiar with the Malabo declaration, CAADP, their role 

in influencing policies and are actively holding their 

national governments and duty bearers accountable 

through Joint Sector Reviews.  

These NSA sensitization meetings were the premier 

engagements that launched CNC into the three East 

Africa countries and provided a good opportunity 

for NSA to get to know each other, chart out ways 

of engaging as non-state actors as opposed to the 
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previous individualized ways of working. Further, the 

NSA benefitted immensely in getting directly connected 

with government officials and agencies responsible for 

the domestication of the Malabo and CAADP within the 

East African Community (EAC) countries. 

The major outcomes of the workshops were increases 

information and knowledge on the Malabo declaration, 

the Maputo declaration, the CAADP frameworks, 

National Development Plans, National Agriculture 

Investment Plans and Joint Sector Reviews. 

 

The workshops marked a start of new relationships 

between governments agencies and NSA for instance 

in Tanzania, the CAADP focal person supported the 

following NSA Mapping exercise and even urged the 

NSA to share it with government as it would make a 

mobilization tool for the Ministry of agriculture and 

Food Security.

In Kenya, the workshops marked the start of a united 

advocacy front where a National NSA Steering 

Committee called the Agriculture Council of Kenya 

which was launched by Ms. Sicily Kariuki Principal 

Secretary, State Department of Agriculture.

The Ugandan workshop resulted in the Uganda NSA 

getting invited to the Agriculture Sector Working Group 

and to Participate at the Joint Agriculture Sector Annual 

Review (JASAR) where they were offered a slot to 

present their positions, and reactions to the agriculture 

sector performance report for 2014/15. 

Uganda NSA Group photo at the NSA Sensitisation Workshop
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CNC Policy and Advocacy Engagements

T
he second Key Strategic Objective of 

the CNC strategic plan is to advocate 

for policy reforms towards the CAADP 

implementation in line with the Malabo Declaration. 

Within this framing, the CNC has sought to encourage 

a pan African process to put agriculture back at the 

centre of the agenda for African States and regional 

economic communities. The CNC believes embracing 

CAADP has potential to remove barriers and support 

policies and programmes initiated by Africans. The 

CAADP process remains a remarkable space for 

African NSA to raise their issues, articulate pro-poor 

and transformational messages to policy makers, 

development partners and other likeminded actors. 

Based on that premise, the CNC engaged, influenced 

and advocated at the following events:

CAADP Partners Platform (PP) Meeting: 25th - 26th 

March 2015 Birchwood Hotel, Johannesburg RSA

The 2015 CAADP PP was the 11th CAADP PP 

meeting and the first after the historic passing of the 

Malabo declaration.  The theme of the 11th CAADP 

Pp was drawn from the 2015 African union Theme as 

the Year of Women Empowerment and Development 

Towards Agenda 2063. The PP occurred after a 

vigorous AUC and NEPAD led process which had 

seen the development and validation of the Malabo 

Implementation Strategy, the Malabo declaration, 

the SCM-Results Framework and the Programme 

of Work. These were all vital documents aimed at 

sustaining the CAADP momentum in the second 

decade and operationalizing the Malabo declaration. 

Suffice it to say the CNC (by then still called the NSA 

Task Team) had actively participated in drafting, 

informing, influencing, review and validation 

exercises. In March 25th -26th 2015, the CAADP 

PP officially took place in Johannesburg in South 

Africa at Birchwood Hotel. The event attracted more 

than 500 agricultural development practitioners, 

policy and decision makers from all over the world 

in support of the CAADP process. The CNC, in this 

meeting, brought over 30 non-state actors thanks to 

support from Africa Lead/USAID/Feed the Future and 

an additional 15 smallholder rural women farmers 

under the Rural Women Forum (a core CNC member) 
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which made a total of nearly 50 CNC members at the 

PP. This large group carried among others the following 

issues to the meeting, prioritization of women and youth 

in agriculture and the recognition of unpaid care work: 

the need to develop pro-smallholder policies at national 

level; the need for generating and sharing evidence to 

influence the CAADP process; the need to leverage the 

domestic private sector and create lasting partnerships 

with global financing mechanisms; the need to offer 

more space to non-state actors to co-create with the 

AUC and NEPAD agency within the CAADP framework; 

the need to strengthen mutual accountability and 

national level and to clearly articulate roles and 

responsibilities of the various actors in the National 

Agriculture Investment Plans; and to operationalize the 

Malabo declaration through domesticating the tools 

developed by the AUC/NEPAD such as the Results 

framework.

The CNC members articulated their messages through 

contributing in plenary session, breakout sessions 

as well as thematic group discussions. The CNC 

president, Dr. Theo de Jagar was offered an opportunity 

in the gallery to talk about and introduce the CNC 

to the delegates in attendance. The Commissioner, 

who had launched the CNC on the eve of the PP was 

enthused and talked extensively about the CNC and 

why it was necessary as a vehicle for enhancing 

mutual accountability, holding decision and policy 

makers accountable and for mobilizing popular support 

for CAADP. To sum it all the 11th CAADP PP was a 

remarkable score for CNC and marked a new chapter in 

the participation and engagement of Non-State Actors 

in the CAADP policy process. 

CAADP Business Meeting: 27th March 2015, Birchwood 

Hotel, Johannesburg RSA

Following the successful launch and participation in the 

CAADP PP meeting the CNC received a rare invitation to 

attend and contribute in the CAADP business meeting. 

The CAADP Business meeting is a closed meeting 

between AUC, NPCA, RECs, Donors and development 

partners but in a rare twist, the CNC was invited to 

nominate 2 NSA participants, Mr George Asiimwe from 

ESAFF and Ms. Abby Mhene Mgugu from WARESA 

attended this meeting. It is also important to note that 

CNC had already advocated for greater inclusiveness of 

the Business meeting especially for Non-State Actors 

who had been recognized by the Malabo declaration, 

the IS&R, SCM-RF and POW. It was a powerful half day 

meeting on 27th March which featured discussions on 

how to fund the CAADP process. It was an opportunity 

to look through the NPCA, and AUC work plans and 

device funding mechanisms. It was also a meeting 

where decisions on priority funding areas were 

determined. Consequently, the CNC was able to directly 

influence the priority areas such as joint sector reviews, 

participatory on-ground research, support to NSA 

capacity building and enhancing of the participation of 

youths and women in the CAADP processes. 

ILRI Livestock Advocacy and Communications 

convening: 10-12th November 2015, ILRI Compound, 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

The International Livestock Research Institute 

(ILRI) in conjunction with the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation (BMGF) organized a Livestock advocacy 

and Communication convening at the ILRI campus. It 

was attended by 25 leading livestock stakeholders and 

advocacy and communications specialists. They also 

invited some strategic non livestock advocacy and 

communications actors including the CNC.

The objectives of the meeting were to: Gain better 

understanding of the current state of work advocating 

and communicating livestock as key instruments 

in alleviating poverty and hunger, malnutrition and 

associated human illnesses, and climate change and 

other forms of environmental harm: Identifying gaps, 

reasons for gaps, and best practices in livestock 

advocacy and communications at global and 

specific country levels: and to Explore and prioritize 

communications and advocacy strategies and 

tactics to advance the role of livestock in sustainable 

development of the poor, both globally and in a few 

selected countries.

The meeting sought experiences and shared the work 

of the various actors on advocacy and communications 

with a view of sharing best practices, teasing out 
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approaches which have resulted in policy shifts. All 

participants shared advocacy and communications 

experiences from their work.  The CNC shared about 

work on the 10 Joint Policy Recommendations (JPRs) 

which informed and influenced the Malabo declaration 

as well as some of the Mutual accountability/Joint 

Sector review work we are doing at National and regional, 

and continental level. These lessons were welcomed as 

potential pathways for excellence in livestock advocacy 

and communication.

 Contrary to the advocacy events where CNC advocates 

for policy shifts and practice change, this was the 

counter experience, ILRI was able to encourage CNC 

to take up livestock advocacy in the way of supporting 

the AU-IBAR framework, IBAR’s Livestock Development 

Strategy (LIDESA) as well as tapping into the existing 

scientific evidence and modals which CNC can use to 

enhance evidence-based livestock advocacy work at all 

levels. Some of the interesting developments from this 

livestock convening were initial thoughts about starting 

a Global Livestock Report which should premier in 

2017; there are also plans to start a Livestock Advocacy 

Institute; and opportunities for collectively and 

interlinked advocacy between CNC and the ILRI family. 

This is certainly a meeting whose outcomes CNC is 

watching closely. Read more about this convening on 

this link: 

http://ilri-events.wikispaces.com/advocacy_convening 

CNC petitions World Leaders on World Food Day

At 2015 World Food Day commemoration, development 

partners gathered in Milan, Italy for a conference on how 

to achieve the Sustainable Development Goal 2 “End 

hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition 

and promote sustainable agriculture”.  CNC wrote a 

letter calling upon World leaders to cultivate strong and 

genuine partnerships with the international community, 

responsible investors and development partners in 

support of the CAADP targets and goals. 

The letter emphasized and argued that although Africa 

still counts 226.7 million hungry or undernourished 

people, it could be the first continent to achieve the Zero 

Hunger goal. The letter showed how this can be done 

through strengthening the importance of partnership 

and mutual accountability among the different 

stakeholders. The letter was put in the document packs 

so that each participant could get a copy. Unfortunately 

no one from the Coalition could attend because of 

financial issues.

Uganda NSA find space at Joint Sector Review

Following the NSA led sensitization workshop on the 

Malabo declaration, CAADP and Joint Sector reviews 

in Uganda, the Ministry of Agriculture Animal Industries 

and Fisheries (MAAIF) had been requested to allow 

for greater NSA participation in policy processes and 

to allow for a mutual assessment through the Joint 

Sector review. MAAIF heeded and indeed in the wake 

of the preparations of the 5th Joint Agriculture Sector 

Annual Review (JASAR) NSA were adopted on the 

Technical Working group and attended most of the 

preparation meetings. The NSA were also invited to 

participate, make presentations and be part of the 

panel discussants at the 5th JASAR conference which  

took place at the Commonwealth Speke Resort Hotel 

Munyonyo, in Uganda from 14-15th September 2015.

A total of more than 400 participants attended. More 

than 50 NSA participants were specifically invited to 

participate. The Conference was attended by the 4 

cabinet and State Ministers of Agriculture; academia, 

representatives of the input delivery agency the National 

Agriculture Advisory Services and Operation Wealth 

Creation; development partners, farmers, donors media 

and NSA.

The NSA were slotted on the programme to present and 

provide NSA perspectives on the Performance of the 

agriculture sector in Uganda for the period 2014-2015. 

This opened up a preparatory consultative process 

which was sponsored by Action Aid, and CARITAS 

Uganda through the Uganda Farmers Common Voice 

Platform (UFCOVP), ESAFF-Uganda and Food Rights 

Alliance with technical support from Civil Society 

Budget Advocacy Group (CSBAG). These preparatory 

meetings generated consensus and developed the NSA 

position which was presented at the JASAR. 
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During the JASAR conference NSA were allowed 

to co-finance by sponsoring themselves, over 30 

participants were self sponsored. The issues presented 

in the positions paper included the need to increase 

agriculture financing; provision of agricultural extension 

services; proper management of input programme to 

ensure inclusion of the vulnerable; improvement of 

coordination and linkages: the need to allow more NSA 

space in policy processes; and partnerships in Uganda’s 

agriculture development. 

The propositions were welcomed by the government, 

donors, development partners and all other actors. 

It was a remarkable achievement for Uganda NSA 

who previously had participated but with minimal 

contribution to discussions. The government through 

the ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries 

(MAAIF) committed to respond to NSA calls and by end 

of 2015, NSA had been included in the development 

of the agriculture Sector Strategic Plan (ASSP)[which 

domesticates the Malabo declaration and CAADP at 

country level], and are currently part of the Technical 

Working Groups developing the National Agriculture 

Extensions Policy and Strategy. Furthermore, since the 

JASAR, we continue to witness government seeking and 

accepting input from NSA on critical policy documents 

and issues including ideas for agriculture funding.  

CNC wishes to thank the Government of Uganda, MAAIF 

for the continued opening of space and for considering 

NSA in policy processes. We call for other countries to 

borrow a leaf.

CNC Petitions African Leaders at the Africa Day of Food 

and Nutrition Security (ADFNS)

The 6th Africa Day of Food and Nutrition Security 

(ADFNS) in 2015 was held in Kampala Uganda. The 

theme was “Empowering Our Women, Securing Our 

Food, Improving Our Nutrition” which resonated with 

the 2015 African Union theme of the “Year of Women 

Empowerment and Development towards Africa’s 

Agenda 2063”. CNC was invited to participate and 

actively engage in this event which was attended by 

more than 500 Participants from all over Africa and 

the World. The commemoration took place at the 

Commonwealth Speak Resort Munyonyo, in Kampala 

Uganda on 28-30 October 2015. 

During the commemorations the Global Nutrition 

report and the Uganda Nutrition Report were launched 

among other reports and processes.  The CNC seized 

the moment to prepare and present a call to action 

which was submitted to the AU Commissioner for 

the Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture 

(DREA) Her Excellency Mrs Rhoda Peace Tumusiime 

and the Uganda Minister of Gender, Labour and Social 

Development Hon. Mukasa Muruli. The CNC position 

was well received by the officials, who referenced it, 

referred to and commended CNC in their speeches.  

The call to action was shared with all participants 

and played a vital role of informing and drawing the 

attention of all participating African and global citizens 

to Africa’s food and Nutrition issues including the need 

to mainstream Nutrition in all agricultural policies in 

Africa; the need for governments to increase agriculture 

financing in line with the Malabo and Maputo 

declarations so as to tackle nutritional challenges;  

the need to work on fast tracking the Continental Free 

Trade Area (CFTA); harnessing the power of women to 

address nutrition by strengthening 

the land, water tenure and capacities: 

curbing impacts of climate change 

and promoting partnerships between 

states, NSA, private sector and 

development partners for food and 

nutrition security in Africa.
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Photo: 12 CNC members, Fatou Mbaye, Buba 

Khan and Douglas Ouma at the conference

CNC Co-creates with ReSAKSS 
to Catalyze NSA engagement in 
Monitoring CAADP Implementation:

A
s result of a mutual need by both CNC 

and ReSAKSS to deepen evidence 

based advocacy, monitoring and 

engagements within the CAADP framework, a 

memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed 

between IFPRI’s Regional Strategic Analysis and 

Knowledge Support System (ReSAKSS). This MOU 

came as a fitting puzzle because IFPRI/ReSAKSS 

needed avenues for utilization of the evidence 

generated through monitoring and documentation 

of the CADP implementation whereas the CNC 

sought a source of evidence to justify the advocacy 

for CAADP. There has increasingly been a need 

for evidence based engagements by Non-State 

Actors concerning many development processes, 

the advantage within CAADP was that ReSAKSS 

happened to have that evidence available for use and 

that was all it took to have a MOU signed in 2015.  

With this relationship formalized, co-creation of 

actions and spaces was to follow with the entry point 

having been the ReSAKSS support received in the 

Malabo, CAADP and Joint Sector Review Workshops 

which capacitated NSA in Kenya, Tanzania and 

Uganda between July and September 2015. These 

workshops opened a way for NSA to start engaging 

their national governments particularly Ministries 

of agriculture on the implementation of CAADP 

based on evidence generated by ReSAKSS. This was 

mostly through the Joint Sector reviews which are 

annual Sector accountability and review platforms 

between State and Non-State Actors for Actions, 

Results and Impacts related to CAADP and Malabo 

implementation at National level.

The next opportunity came in form of the 2015 

ReSAKSS Annual Conference which took place on 

1st – 3rd September 2015 at the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Africa Complex in Addis 
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Ababa, Ethiopia. The Conference theme was “Beyond 

a Middle Income Africa: Ensuring Sustained Growth 

with Rising Employment and Incomes. It sought to : 

Review progress in implementing the CAADP agenda; 

Assess mutual accountability and review processes 

and associated capacities as well as their effectiveness 

for implementing the CAADP agenda; Discuss findings 

and recommendations of the 2014 ATOR—the official 

CAADP M&E report.

This conference offered CNC an opportunity to 

facilitate optimal representation of NSA perspectives 

on the deliberations and the outcomes of the 2015 

ReSAKSS Conference by seeking proper articulation 

of the concrete value and gains. It also portrayed the 

commitment of NSA in the CAADP mutual accountability 

processes and; engaging of critical stakeholders at the 

conference on the role of NSA in the CAADP mutual 

accountability vis-à-vis other stakeholders in the 

process. Consequently, CNC co-created with ReSAKSS 

in three ways: 1: it organized a preconference meeting, 2: 

a conference side event and 3: participated in the main 

conference sessions. These multipronged processes 

involved making presentations, discussions, syndicate 

group discussions, panel discussions and convening 

small specialized sessions. 

The CNC Preparatory Conference Meeting:

This was held at Elilly Hotel and was attended by CNC 

members to strategize for the ReSAKSS conference, 

reflect on developments at country level, as well as share 

information for the institutional development of CNC. 

New members were oriented on the role and mandate of 

CNC, the journey CNC had come and where we wanted 

to go in terms of the articulation of the Strategic plan. 

Further, the participants were taken through some 

technical concepts such as Mutual accountability, 

frameworks for monitoring CAADP implementation at 

country level, data collection and reporting in the form 

of the annual Trends and Outlook Report (ATOR). This 

two day meeting was attended by ReSAKSS officials 

and was officially opened by Dr. Godfrey Bahiigwa the 

ReSAKSS Africa Coordinator and Head of Office for 

ReSAKSS regional Office in Addis Ababa. Godfrey, urged 

NSA to put policy makers and technocrats to task to 

deepened CAADP implementation at National level, 

committed ReSAKSS support to CNC by re-emphasizing 

the MoU and capped it by urged that in order to deepen 

this relationship, ReSAKSS would develop a joint 

project proposal with CNC aimed at deepening NSA 

utilization of and conduct of evidence based advocacy, 

to build capacity of NSA on Mutual accountability and 

to enhance NSA participation in Joint Sector Reviews 

and Mutual Accountability platforms at national, 

regional and continental level. This proposal has since 

been completed and the project may be launched 

later in 2016. This pre conference meeting was jointly 

supported by Africa Lead and Action Aid. 

This meeting also revealed gaps in the CNC governing 

structure and consequently filled positions for virtue 

facilitators for Youths, Women, Media, Research and 

Academia.

Side event at ReSAKSS Conference:

CNC followed up the preparatory meeting with a side 

event at the ReSAKSS Conference on September 

01st 2015. The theme of the 2 two hour session was 

Optimizing the Role and Contribution of Non-State 

Actors to Mutual Accountability for Increased Income 

from Agricultural Productivity Growth. The event ran 

from 8.30 to 10.20 am at UN Conference meeting room 

6. It was moderated by Douglas Ouma CNC consultant. 

The event was used to share a history and status report 

of CNC. As the strength of CAADP mutual accountability, 

mechanisms are essential for maximizing the impact 

of the CAADP programmes on national growth and 

employment. The session shared on the role of NSA in 

Mutual accountability, briefed participants on CAADP 

and Malabo Declaration National level Sensitization 

and workshops and how embedded MA-JSR capacity 

building had been embedded. There were panel 

discussions which discussed what NSA had been able 

to do at country level. Members were able to share 

ideas with the participating government officials and 

development partners. This was a great session as 

it introduced CNC to the IFPRI family and helped to 

orient the conference participants on the opportunities 

available within the CNC.
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CNC Active engagement at the ReSAKSS Main 

Conference: 

The conference was officially opened by H.E Rhoda 

Tumusiime, AUC commissioner for Agriculture and 

Rural Economy on September 01st 2015. There were 

over 500 participants from all over the world. There 

was a notable participation of AUC, NEPAD agency, 

IPRI-RESSAKS (convener), Academia, private sector, 

Farmers, Civil society, Media, development partners 

(The World Bank, USAID, EU among others).

The conference featured presentations, panel 

discussions and question and answer sessions and a 

twitter session. The official presentation, launch and 

discussion of the 2014-15 Annual Trends and Outlook 

Report (ATOR) under the theme “Beyond a Middle Income 

Africa: Transforming African Economies for Sustained 

Growth with Rising Employment and Incomes”, which 

highlighted opportunities and prospects of Africa 

raising into a middle income Continent by 2025. The 

CNC members had an opportunity to make panel 

discussants, to chair panel discussions as well as 

participate in gallery and plenary sessions. 

The Conference was organized into thematic sessions 

based on the chapters of the ATOR which include, 

Transforming African Economies for Sustained 

Growth with Rising Employment and Incomes: 

Transformation of African Agrifood 

Systems in the New Era of Rapid 

Urbanization and the Emergence 

of a Middle Class: Africa in the 

Global Agricultural Economy in 

2030 and 2050: Megatrends and 

the Future of African Economies: 

Economic Recovery in Africa 

and Its Determinants: Economic 

Transformation in Africa: Patterns, 

Drivers, and Implications for Future 

Growth Strategies: and Renewing 

Industrialization Strategies in 

Africa. The CNC members were 

able to actively provide their 

inputs, share experiences and engage in these critical 

discourses.

Cutting Loose and Networking; CNC cocktail

At the end of the meeting CNC hosted a cocktail 

reception at Elilly Hotel that was attended by over 40 

Conference participants with Godfrey Bahiigwa, the 

Africawide ReSAKSS Coordinator, IFPRI and Martin 

Bwalya of NEPAD as chief guests. It was a good way 

to cap an eventful week. It was agreeable to all that 

this conference had given CNC a rare platform to get 

formally introduced to agriculture development actors,   

it increased the knowledge of CNC on the themes of the 

conference and clarified on how to get involved with the 

CAADP process. 

The consultant’s report stressed that the ReSAKSS 

conference gave CNC recognition as the coalition that 

is seeking to organize non-state actors to make their 

significant contribution in the second decade of CAADP 

having played dismal role in the first decade. He also 

added that for the first time, the CNC expectations were 

more than surpassed given the acceptance, opportunity 

and space offered CNC to mobilize, organize, participate 

and be heard. It was a classic case of co-creation. A 

big thank you to IFPRI/ReSAKSS and we look forward 

to even greater milestones in 2016 and the long-term. 
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CNC Calls ECOWAS Leaders to Action and 
makes Commitments to CAADP:

Having galvanized momentum at National level through 

national sensitizations and engagements and with the 

Continental docket well taken care of, CNC ventured into 

the Regional policy realm, first up, was the Economic 

Community of West Africa States (ECOWAS). 

In 2015 ECOWAS celebrated ten years of CAADP or 

ECOWAP in which they reflected on success, progress 

towards achieving the set targets and the key lessons 

that could be learned going forward. CNC had plans of its 

own; it organized an NSA pre meeting event. The event 

marked the initial mapping of key NSA, identified various 

actors in the region, where they work and opportunities 

each presents to CAADP;  it explored NSA best practices 

and sought ways to scale them up in other regions;  and 

developed a Communiqué which articulated what NSA 

wanted out of the ECOWAP. The Communiqué targeted 

the ECOWAP +10 conference.  The CNC Pre-meeting 

took place on 13-15 November 2015 at Novotel in Dakar 

Senegal, attended by 40-50 NSA within the West African 

region. It was graced by official from ReSAKSS, Africa 

Lead, ECOWAS and NSA. 

The ECOWAP +10 celebration and Conference took 

place on 17-19 November at Grand Theatre Dakar, 

Senegal. It was attended by more than 350 participants 

including Ministry officials from ECOWAS states, Several 

Agriculture ministers, Development partners, media and 

NSA. The Guest of Honor was the Prime Minister of the 

Republic of Senegal. 

Through the ECOWAP+10 Conference, the participants 

were reacquainted with CAADP, Malabo declaration 

and ECOWAP; made recommitments to the Malabo 

declaration, CAADP and ECOWAP. In that spirit, the 

different development actors were called upon to 

declare their commitments and CNC with consensus 

with ECOWAS NSA through, Plateforme des 

Organsiations de la Societe Civile de l’Afrique de l’Ouest 

(POSCAO) developed and presented the commitments 

as:  to continue supporting Capacity building of NSA 

to effectively engage the ECOWAP processes; to 

conduct a mapping of the NSA in the Agriculture sector; 

strengthen platforms for coordinated NSA interventions 

to support the ECOWAP +10 implementation process; 

advocate for domestic capital mobilization towards 

creating a sustainable pool of long term funding; 

raise awareness of ECOWAS citizens on ECOWAP and 

CAADP; and account for commitments through periodic 

reviews including Joint Sector Reviews (JSR). 

The CNC further called upon ECOWAS and development 

partners to adopt a target-based timeline and 

mechanism for monitoring progress towards reaching 

the 10% budget commitment to agriculture: Prioritize 

investment and innovation for increased productivity 

with emphasis on small scale producers, women and 

youth: Promote and strengthening of avenues for 

effective mutual accountability and inclusive agricultural 

policy formulation and implementation within the 
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ECOWAP framework for the next decade and beyond; to 

integrate sustainability and climate resilience into their 

agriculture investment plans; to promote inter and intra 

regional market access through investments in hard 

infrastructure, essential knowledge and information 

services that increase the competitiveness of small 

scale food producers, processors, and domestic private 

sector companies to create entrepreneurship and 

employment opportunities; and to commit to build the 

capacity and competencies of all actors involved in the 

ECOWAP implementation process.

The CAADP Non-State Actors Coalition (CNC) is a 

platform through which NSAs coordinate their support 

for the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 

Programme (CAADP) agenda.  A number of regional 

and continent-wide NSAs have been working as a loose 

network since 2010.   Through contributions of members 

of the NSA network and support from Feed the Future’s 

Africa Lead Project, CNC has become a well-organized 

and effective coalition engaging on CAADP and other 

agricultural priorities at the level of the Africa Union and 

at regional and country levels.

 

To date, over 200 farmers, pastoralists and fisher 

folks’ organizations, civil society, private sector, 

women, smallholders, youth, media, private sector, 

and academic organizations have participated in 

CNC-coordinated workshops, meetings, and other 

engagement to create awareness and influence national, 

regional, and continental-level policies and resources 

in the agriculture sector. CNC has been a leading NSA 

stakeholder group with AUC/ NEPAD on CAADP- Malabo 

Declaration as far as NSA engagement is concerned. 

Since July 2015, CNC, in partnership with the Africa Lead 

II project, has rolled out NSA Sensitization Workshops in 

East and West Africa in the following specific countries: 

Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya, Senegal, Nigeria and Ghana 

About the CAADP Non-State 

Actors Coalition (CNC)

to increase awareness of NSAs on CAADP, Malabo. 

The programmes were convened with the target of 

increasing the effectiveness of NSA engagement on 

national Joint Sector Reviews that determine priorities 

for agricultural policy and investment.  The Tanzania 

and Senegal Workshops also piloted an NSA Mapping 

Platform that identifies and inventories key NSA 

stakeholders in the sector and helped to strengthen the 

relationships and services provided within the network. 

In view of the impact achieved and interest generated 

among NSAs, the coalition also has plans to continue 

rolling out both the Sensitization Workshop and the 

NSA Mapping Platform in several other countries 

across the continents.  Hence, in 2016, CNC will work 

with additional focus countries and continue to build its 

regional and continent wide networks to have an impact 

in key countries, at regional, and AU level on prioritizing 

the interest of NSA constituency groups.

CNC was officially launched by Her Excellency 

Tumusiime Rhoda Peace is the Commissioner for 

Rural Economy and Agriculture at the African Union 

Commission (AUC) in March, 2015 during the CAADP 

Partnership Platform Meeting in Johannesburg. The 

CNC Secretariat is current located at ACORD Head 

Quarters, in Nairobi, Kenya.



About ACORD

The Agency for Cooperation and Research in 

Development (ACORD) is a pan African organization 

working for social justice and development in 

Africa and is currently present on the ground in 17 

countries. ACORD’s vision is a society in which all 

citizens are equally able to achieve their rights and 

fulfill their responsibilities. ACORD’s mission is to 

work in common cause with people who are poor 

and those who have been denied their rights to 

obtain social justice and development and be part 

of locally-rooted citizen movements.

ACORD has been actively working with the NSA 

in capacity building, mobilization and policy 

influencing in the CAADP process at different 

levels.

ACORD works in ….African Countries including…..

CNC is housed at the ACORD Secretariat on ACK 

Garden Annex 4th Floor, 1st Ngong Avenue, Nairobi 

Kenya. P.O. Box 61216, 00200, Nairobi, Kenya

Vote of thanks:
CNC wishes to pass on a special vote of Thanks to 

friends, partners and members who have played 

an exceptionally crucial role in ensuring the CNC is 

institutionalized.

Feed the Future/USAID/Africa lead II:
The Feed the Future/USAID/ Africa Lead II programme 

has largely supported CNC activities from as early as 

2010 and continues to support CNC work. It is also 

responsible for the developing and publication of this 

maiden report. A special vote of thanks goes to the Feed 

the Future/USAID/Africa Lead Washington D.C team as 

well as the Eastern Africa Regional Office in Nairobi and 

the Western Africa Regional office in Accra Ghana for 

all the Financial, Human and Moral support rendered 

to CNC thus far. We value this partnership and wish to 

carry it forward. 

Read more about Feed the Future/USAID/Africa Lead 

http://africaleadftf.org/ 

ACORD:
Throughout the 

CNC journey, 

Agency for 

Corporation in 

Research and 

Development (ACORD) has been at the forefront of 

the formation and institutional development process. 

ACORD is currently hosting the CNC secretariat at 

its Head Office in Nairobi and continues to be the 

treasurer of the CNC. 

A special vote of thanks goes to the ACORD leadership 

for generously offering to support the CNC and for 

ensuring this young and budding coalition grows from 

strength to strength. 

Read more about ACORD  http://www.

acordinternational.org/ 
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