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Dear Reader, 

In this publication we highlight the work the CNC and its members were able to undertake at Local, National, Regional 

and Continental level. We hope you have enjoyed reading the report. This booklet shares the perspectives of the CNC 

members particularly Private Sector Actors, Smallholder farmers, Youths and Women. These groups have been critical 

in engaging policy makers and pushing for the domestication of Malabo declaration and CAADP at all levels. Here they 

share their Perspectives on CAADP. This booklet highlights what these key actors in the CAADP process expect out of 

CAADP and showcases the work they have been able to undertake in 2015.  Please enjoy the read and remember to 

visit their website to learn more about their work.

Overview

Acronyms 
ACPC:       Africa Climate Policy Centre 

AfriYOCC:  African Youth Conference on Climate Change 

ATOR:        Annual Trends Outlook Report 

AUC:          African Union Commission 

CAADP:      Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 

                   Development Programme 

COMESA:  Common Market for Eastern and Southern 

                   Africa

COY:           Conference of Youth 

EACSOF:    East African Civil Society Forum

EALA:         East African Legislative Assembly 

ESA:           Eastern and Southern Africa 

ESAFF:       Eastern and Southern Africa Small Scale  

                   Farmers’ Forum 

FANR:        Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources 

                   Department of SADC

FBIN          Fresh & Young Brains Development Initiative 

NEPAD      New Partnership for African development 

PACJA       Pan African Climate Justice Alliance 

PAFO         Pan African Farmers’ Organization

PanAAC    Pan African Agribusiness and Agro industry 

    Consortium 

RAP           Regional Agriculture Policy 

RECs         Regional Economic Communities 

SADC        Southern African Development Community

TAFSIP     Tanzania Agriculture and Food Security 

                   Investment Plan

UNFCCC   United Nations Framework Convention on 

                   Climate Change 

WARESA   Women and Resources in Eastern and 

                   Southern Africa

YPARD      Young Professionals for Agricultural 

                  Development 

ZAIPs        Zimbabwe Agriculture Investment Plans 
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Perspectives:
What Youth want out of CAADP

M
ore than half of the African population is below 25 years of age and in each year between 2015 and 

2035, there will be half a million more 15-year-olds than the year before. This youth bulge is a ticking 

time bomb if not harnessed. There are about 17 million people entering the labour force each year and 

IMF predicts the same trend is over the next decade (IMF 2015).  African countries which are already grappling with 

this youth bulge are likely to face it even rougher, as employment opportunities will continue to dwindle in the oil, 

gas and mineral extraction sector. The fast growing Services sector will also not be able to ably employ this new 

swarm of highly educated African youth. 

The most likely sectors that could provide a viable and sustainable alternative are agriculture and manufacturing. 

African governments and Policy makers need to focus their attention to harnessing the potential of the agriculture 

sector to absorb these youth, it will be important to develop the on-farm and off-farm potentials of the sector. Areas 

of mechanization of farming, agro-processing, value addition and marketing will be key to generating employment 

opportunities. 

The Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) is one such programme that seeks to 

harness the power of the youths to develop the agriculture sector and eke out a decent living. Agriculture must be 

viable and profitable as CAADP seeks to do just that through promoting agricultural investments, policy reforms and 

national level prioritization as espoused in the Maputo and Malabo declarations which urge national governments 

to allocate at least 10% of their annual budgets to agriculture and work towards generating a 6% annual sectoral 

growth. But what do the youth want out of CAADP and what has been the youth experience participating in the 

CAADP process? CNC posed some questions to some leading youths actors within the CNC, here’s what they 

expect.
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What is the problem and biggest challenge for the participation of youth in the CAADP process

Youth face a key challenge with Participation and Influence. CAADP, in reaffirming its commitments provides for the 

inclusion of youth in working together to meet its objectives in 2025. Unfortunately, Youth in Agriculture are still unaware 

of the CAADP history; its origin and progress so far. Youth in Africa still feel isolated by the process of developing post-

CAADP institutions and strategies to implementation the CAADP framework and are yet to identify strategic entry 

points where they can add value to the process. Most engagements on CAADP take place in isolated parts of Africa 

where youth will require finances; to register and pay for travel, in order to participate to make a contribution.

African Youth are insufficiently considered in Joint Sector Review (in applicable countries) to the required extent. 

Agriculture being the backbone of many African economies coupled with young people constituting over 60% of most 

African countries populations, young people are still not well represented in mutual accountability of the agriculture 

sector. We are seen as mere participants; not as key stakeholders. Capacity needs also arise among youth who have 

little or some information about the CAADP process and its framework. Despite the struggle of these youth to fit into 

and find entry points into the CAADP framework, they lack capacity to skillfully engage in discussion platforms that 

build the process. Similarly, these youth are not well informed to further develop plans and strategies of progressing 

within the identified entry points into CAADP so as to be part of the mutual accountability process.

About YPARD

Y
PARD is an international movement by Young 

Professionals for Young Professionals in 

Agricultural Development. YPARD operates 

as a network; it is not yet a formalized institution. At 

the heart of YPARD as a movement is its members, who 

are encouraged to become active in their area, spread 

the news about YPARD to other young professionals 

(YPs), encourage a stronger voice of youth in their own 

organizations and share their views and ideas with 

other young professionals in the network. This global 

on-line and off-line communication and discussion 

platform is meant to enable YPs all over the world 

to realize their full potential and contribute towards 

innovative agricultural development (YPARD online). 

YPARD’s main Objective is to raise the profile of 

Agriculture amongst young people. Specifically, 

YPARD strives to facilitate exchange of information 

and knowledge among young professionals across 

disciplines, professions, age and regions; broaden 

opportunities for Young Professionals to contribute 

to strategic Agricultural Research and Development 

policy debates,; to promote agriculture among young 

people and to facilitate access to resources and capacity 

building opportunities. In principle, YPARD works with other 

actors in the agriculture sector to find such opportunities 

and link young people in order to contribute to agricultural 

growth and development. 

The concept of promotion of agriculture in African countries 

is informed by the fact that economic empowerment 

cannot be done without agriculture as one of the main 

activity. Youth have already embraced this but more needs 

to be done to youth who are still waiting to know how it 

will be done to show them that other youth have succeeded 

and it can be done and has created employment. Raising 

the profile of agriculture therefore provide innovations that 

will enable young women in the domestic farming sector 

to not only provide food for their families but also provide 

surplus food for sale in the local and even larger markets. 

Agriculture in its entire value chain approach empowers 

young women in the society underscoring their ability 

to feed the nation. Special attention is given to identify 

potential areas in the value chain where young men and 

women who are physically challenged can best fit. 

YPARD is also conducting a mentorship programme which 

was piloted in Kenya in June 2015. This programme’s 

objective is to develop youth capacity in the entire 

agriculture value chain.
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What ought to be done to ensure greater inclusion and participation of youth in the CAADP process?

Youth are not the leaders of tomorrow; we are the young leaders of today and the trustees of the future for the next 

generation.  Thus, there is need to include and engage Youth in Africa in the entire processes that involve agricultural 

development in Africa. The Youth’s take off point is statically approved population of between 60% – 70% in Africa 

making this population most significant in improving the agriculture industry.  The Joint Sector Review and Mutual 

Accountability are already taking off in African countries and African Youth hope to be actively and equally engaged 

in this process to feed into the CAADP process.  Youth should have more speaking roles in technical and plenary 

sessions, have opportunities to host their side events while also engaging with other stakeholders. 

How has CNC space been helpful in promoting your interests within the CAADP process and what could be done?

The CAADP Non-State –Actors Coalition (CNC) is very timey in its institutionalization in Africa. CNC comes at a time 

when young people in Africa already appreciate that Agriculture is a venture worth considering.  Through CAADP, Some 

youth have been able to find entry points into the CAADP process and are already developing their own indicators to 

monitor their engagement for mutual accountability. More and more youth are getting into agri-business with majority 

finding ways through the agriculture value chains. As a young person, this is a positive transformation which will 

manifest in the entire evaluation of the agriculture sector in Africa.

This is a good indication that in it roles, Youth issues will be taken into consideration and CNC voice will include youth 

in it. Opportunities for youth to equally participate in process still remain YPARD’s need to transform agriculture in 

Africa. CNC has, through its networks has also provided Capacity building platforms where youth are considered to 

participate and express their views as regards agriculture in Africa. 

AYICC has participated in some of the CAADP processes under the CNC space and had opportunities to push the 

youth agenda. However, we need more spaces to be created within the CNC to ensure that youth are in the Steering, 

Implementation and Monitoring Frameworks/committees, with our issues properly mainstreamed in the entire CAADP 

process. Going forward, Youth in Africa need to embrace CNC as a vehicle towards being heard in matters of CAADP.
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AYICC

T
he African Youth Initiative on Climate Change 

(AYICC) is an umbrella youth network of African 

based youth organizations, university groups, 

rural youth groups, schools, and individuals working on 

climate change and sustainable development issues. 

With chapters in 45 African countries, AYICC aims at 

developing capacity and strong partnerships among 

African youth to understand the urgent need to take 

action against the impacts of climate change for both 

present and future generations. AYICC exists in over 40 

African Countries.

The initiative was conceived in Nairobi Kenya in 2006, 

during the second Conference of Youth (COY2) preceding 

the 12th Conference of Parties at the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC - 

COP12). The main reason for its founding was to ensure 

the inclusion, and active participation of youth voices 

from the south, and specifically Africa, in the international 

climate change negotiations. 

In order to take stock of AYICC, compare notes and 

exchange ideas on climate change adaptation and 

mitigation among the country chapters, the continental 

leadership in collaboration with partners organized the 

first edition of African Youth Conference on Climate 

Change (AfriYOCC) from 26th to 27th October 2015 

at Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe. AfriYOCC was held with 

support from Africa Climate Policy Centre (ACPC), New 

Partnership for African development (NEPAD) and Pan 

African Climate Justice Alliance (PACJA). AfriYOCC 

focused on the following thematic areas: Youth in 

Agribusiness; Climate Change and Development in 

Africa; Sustainable Agriculture and Food Security; Green 

Economy and Technology Transfer; Climate Justice and 

Human Rights; and Climate Change and Disaster Risk 

Reduction.

Through the Youth Farm (YFarm) Project of Fresh & 

Young Brains Development Initiative (FBIN) and Alexijan 

Consults – a member organization of AYICC based in 

Abuja, Nigeria, we train children and youth on Climate 

Smart Agriculture, Agribusiness and Agricultural Value 

Chains which are among the focal areas of CAADP. 

Currently, FBIN is working with the Nigerian Chapter of 

the NSAs on CAADP to mainstream youth voices into the 

2days Sensitization Workshop on CAADP and Malabo 

Declaration in March 2016.

What message do you wish to pass out to fellow practitioners, policy makers, donors and AUC/DREA? Call to action

Governments have their role play in CAADP principles implementation. Every stakeholder has a role of partnering with 

like-minded stakeholders to work together with 

African governments to implement CAADP. 

CAADP process cannot be achieved by a few 

NSAs but by joint efforts. AYICC calls on all 

African Youth to promote CAADP Pillars and get 

involved in Agriculture for a secure future. We 

join voices with YPARD to enjoin our Government 

and other stakeholders to mainstream youth in 

the CAADP processes at all levels.

Follow these youth movements: 

AYICC: www.ayicc.net 

FBIN: www.freshbrainsinitiativeng.com 

YFarm: www.yfarmcampaign.blogspot.com 

YPARD: http://www.ypard.net/who-we-are  
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PanAAC pushing for greater 
Private Sector responsiveness 
within CAADP

A
griculture remains a private sector undertaking and the role of governments and REC and continental 

body is to provide an enabling environment for the sector to thrive. CAADP presents opportunities for 

private sector actors domestic and foreign to actively engage in agriculture in all countries signed onto 

the CAADP framework in Africa. IFPRI in the 2014-15 Annual Trends Outlook Report (ATOR) described the recent 

emergence of very competitive African entrepreneurs mostly running small and medium enterprises in the African 

Food systems and supply chains as the “Quiet Revolution” wherein tens of thousands of SMEs such as Uchumi, 

Dangote, Bahkresa, Nakumatti, Zartech Chicken. There are many other tens of thousands of such SMEs which have 

silently transformed the African agriculture and food supply chain architecture thanks to the efforts of some active 

domestic private sector actors in influencing the CAADP process to be responsive to domestic private sector needs.

IFPRI further notes that the African food market has had an eight-fold growth over the last four decades and is poised 

to even grow another six-fold in the next four decades. This is likely to generate more employment opportunities 

for Africa’s youth, and remarkably transform the quality and safety of the food consumed by African citizens and 

markedly create market and reduce the post harvest losses currently being made by Africa’s smallholder family 

farmers. This growth is likely to connect urban based industrial activity with previously untapped hinterland rural 

areas. The prospects are exciting indeed.

One of the leading domestic private sector companies is the CNC Steering committee member- The Pan African 

Agribusiness and Agro industry Consortium (PanAAC). PanACC attaches great importance to the CNC and remained 

fully committed to the activities of the CNC throughout the year 2015. PanAAC continued to underline the importance 

of ensuring that the domestic private sector is fully integrated in the key activities of the CAADP road map following 

Photo 3: Private Sector panel discussion: L-R Dr. Cris Muyunda (PanAAC), Mr. Nana (Ghana Private Sector), 
Ms. Lucy Mchoki (CEO-PanAAC) and Mr. Ian Randall (GROW-Africa)
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the Malabo Declaration.  In this regard, during the 11th CAADP PP in Johannesburg, CNC convened a private sector 

session which PanAAC CEO, Mrs Lucy Muchoki, chaired the private sector session attended by development partners 

from Grow Africa, New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition in Africa and the UAC. She emphasized the need for all 

CNC members to ensure that the domestic private sector at the country level is incorporated in various CAADP planning 

and implementation activities. She further noted the importance of making it a priority that for countries that are in 

the Grow Africa partnership, it was important to lead the international agribusinesses that are making investments to 

establish joint ventures with local entities. 

At the CAADP PP, PanAAC, through its Board Member, Dr, Cris Muyunda, also chaired the overall PP private sector 

session which tackled various issues including access to Finance, access to Markets, Trade, Technology adoption and 

agribusiness policy environment. In the session, it was stressed that it was vital for governments and donors to note 

that the African private sector were fully prepared to participate in joint ventures and public private partnerships that 

seek to enable the domestic private sector to be competitive in local, regional and international markets.

During 2016, PanAAC will seek to work with other stakeholders within the CNC and those outside CNC such as 

governments, donors and the international private sector to promote strong domestic private sector partnerships 

with farmers.  Among the key priority areas to be tackled are the issues of capacity of SMEs to understand various 

commodity and product standards to be competitive enough for growth.  Partnerships with financial institutions for 

implementation of appropriate agribusiness models will also be sought.  Accordingly, PanAAC will remain engaged with 

the AUC as it concludes development of a continent-wide agribusiness strategy.
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Small Holder Farmers actively 
engage CAADP 
ESAFF Participation in Regional Agricultural Policy Processes

INVOLVE Project in EAC

E
SAFF is currently implementing a project called Involving small scale farmers in policy dialogue and 

monitoring for improved food security in the East African Region in short INVOLVE. The Involve project is 

being undertaken in Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya, Burundi and Rwanda. The overall objective is to contribute 

to inclusive formulation and implementation of demand driven-policies for improved food security within the East 

African Community countries. The main strategy of the project is through increased engagement of small scale 

farmers and scaling up of successful food security local initiatives. The INVOLVE project intends to enable small 

scale farmers to ensure food security through sustainable production and policy advocacy for the achievement of 

Food Security and food Sovereignty. Through this project ESAFF has been able to conduct studies, policy briefs, 

and position papers urging EAC to increase agricultural funding for agriculture. The project has tracked public 

expenditures in agriculture and monitored funding and implementation of pro-smallholder agriculture policies 

at local levels and provided feedback to policy and decision makers. In 2015, ESAFF convened the NSA EAC 

budget summit in which Regional issues and Regional domestication of the Malabo declaration were discussed. 

Furthermore, there have been Malabo popularization workshops and meetings for smallholder farmers and NSA 

within the ESAFF network. 

The SADC RAP and CAADP Processes

ESAFF farmer leaders have been actively participating in regional agriculture policy dialogues since 2009. 

ESAFF continues to participate in the SADC Regional Agriculture Policy (RAP) Consultative meetings and CAADP 

processes. These dialogues have enhanced ESAFF capacity to understand and engage SADC and other national 

and international institutions. In December 2014, ESAFF Convened a Women’s’ Conference that was attended by 

SSFs from the SADC Region and the SADC FANR. Some of the action plans from the meeting included the call for 

SADC to implement Farmers Rights Protocol and farmers came up with a declaration with their demands. This 

opened up the space for SSFs to engage with the SADC FANR more closely thus ESAFF will continue to utilise 

the space provided by the SADC FANR in ensuring that SSFs participate in the SADC policy making processes. 
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The new draft Regional Agriculture Policy (RAP) recognizes the importance of effective farmers’ organizations. It 

recognizes that those representing large-scale farmers as generally being more effective than those representing 

smallholder farmers. The RAP also recognizes the challenges farmer organizations face, such as the disconnect between 

local and national representation, availability and access to resources for sustainable operations, involvement in policy 

formulation and their recognition in Member States. Studies have shown that one of the constraints in achieving food 

security inadequate and weak farmers' institutions, capable of supporting a vibrant agricultural sector. This proposal 

aims at enhancing capacity of small scale farmers' organizations of the ESAFF network in the region. ESAFF will seek 

to continue engaging with the SADC FANR and CAADP focal points in each country member to set the agenda for 

agricultural budgets and increased expenditure as well as monitoring National Agricultural Investment Plans (NAIPs). 

Lack of access to markets and protectionist measures such as export bans lead to lost opportunities for farmers and 

traders, who then reduce their investment in production in subsequent seasons, leading to overall reduction in food 

production.  Countries have been advised by the SADC FANR (under SADC RAP) and CAADP implementation team to 

align their national policies and develop National Agricultural Investment Policies (NAIPs) and ESAFF would want to 

monitor the implementation. These meetings gave a direct opportunity for ESAFF to influence and impact on the AUC 

decision making process in light of the Malabo declaration implementation and should be regarded as a good step 

in helping to promote the visibility and credibility of ESAFF as a strong farmer led movement. The participation has 

resulted in the increased mention, inclusion and expansion of the roles for small scale farmers in the SADC RAP Result 

Framework and CAADP implementation and Monitoring roadmap.

ESAFF engagements at Continental Level

At continental level, the year 2014 was unique as the African Union Commission (AUC) and NEPAD agency were developing 

a new agriculture development results framework under CAADP for the next 10 years, 2014 – 2025. ESAFF was engaged 

in this process. It co-created with other NSA notably ONE, Action Aid, Oxfam, ACORD and PAFO in launched the Non State 

Actors’ Launch of the African year of Agriculture and Food Security in 2014: was actively engaged in putting together 

the 10 points Joint Policy Recommendations which Informed the Malabo declaration and participated in the various 

build up processes including the CAADP PP, AG Ministerial Conference. This process culminated into the “Malabo 

Declaration on Accelerated Agricultural Growth and Transformation for Shared Prosperity and Improved Livelihoods” 

of the 23rd African Heads of State and Government Summit June 2014 in Malabo Equatorial Guinea that reaffirmed the 

Maputo Declaration 2003. This declaration is commonly referred to as the Malabo Declaration. recommits to the key 

principles and values that define the CAADP process which include, among others; the pursuit of agriculture-led growth 

as a main strategy to achieve targets on food and nutrition security and shared prosperity; Commit to Ending Hunger 

in Africa by 2025 through accelerated 

agriculture growth by doubling 

agriculture productivity Commitment 

to Enhancing Investment Finance 

in Agriculture by upholding earlier 

commitment to allocate at least 10% of 

public expenditure to agriculture, and to 

ensure its efficiency and effectiveness.; 

Commitment to Halving Poverty, 

by the year 2025, through Inclusive 

Agricultural Growth and Transformation, 

Commitment to Boosting Intra-African 
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Trade in Agricultural commodities and services by triple it by 2025.

ESAFF in the CNC

ESAFF is a member of  NSA core team on CAADP which comprises of ONE, Action Aid, Oxfam, ACORD, ESAFF, WARESA, 

PANACC, and some members of PAFO has co convened several events on CAADP such as the Malabo Declaration 

and CAADP popularization Conferences in Uganda and Tanzania, has supported SSFs to CAADP PPs, AG Ministerial 

Conferences and published several studies aimed at influencing the CAADP processes These events and activities 

consolidated the role and influence of non state actors in the CAADP implementation process at national, regional and 

continental level resulting in mapping of Non state actors at local, national, regional, continental and international level. 

In Tanzania in July 2015, ESAFF and ANSAF as CNC contacts in the country convened a Workshop on the Malabo, 

CAADP, TAFSIP and Joint Sector reviews. The workshop resulted in the birth of the Non State Actors’ Coalition on 

CAADP and ESAFF became one of the founding members of this coalition. ESAFF also spearheaded the mapping of 

NSA in Tanzania and encourages the various NSA to enroll and utilize the NSA map. We urge development partners and 

Government of Tanzania to utilize the AgriNSA map. ESAFF will continue strengthening SSFs’ capacities to conduct PETs 

and monitor agricultural budgeting at local, national and regional levels.  ESAFF is committed to continue participating 

and monitoring the EAC and SADC RAP, Investment Plan(s), NAIPs and other CAADP related meetings as well as the 

Malabo Declaration in 2016. Some of the planned engagements in 2016 include an East African farmers’ Summit with 

the East African Legislative Assembly (EALA), we will continue to convene within the CNC continental space.
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About ESAFF

T
he Eastern and Southern Africa Small Scale Farmers’ 

Forum – ESAFF, is a network of small holder farmers that 

advocate for policy, practice and attitude change that 

reflects the needs, aspirations, and development of small-scale 

farmers in eastern and southern Africa. It was established in 2002 

after the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) held 

in Johannesburg in South Africa. ESAFF was registered in Tanzania 

on 27th August 2007, under Non Governmental Organisations Act 2002 of the United Republic of Tanzania. Registration 

Number of ESAFF is OONGO/1097.

Operational Area

To-date ESAFF operates in 15 countries in the Eastern and Southern Africa (ESA) region. These countries are; Tanzania 

through MVIWATA; Kenya (Kenya Small Scale Farmers Forum – KESSFF), Uganda (ESAFF Uganda), Zambia (ESAFF 

Zambia); Zimbabwe (Zimbabwe Small Organic Smallholder Famers Forum – ZIMSOFF), Lesotho (Lesotho Small Scale 

Farmers Forum); South Africa (ESAFF South Africa); Malawi (National Small Scale Farmers Movement -NASFAM); 

Rwanda (APPPE); Burundi (ESAFF Burundi); Madagascar (Confédération des Agriculteurs Malagas - CPM); Seychelles 

(Seychelles Farmers Association – SeyFA) and Mozambique (ROSA) DRC (FOPAC) and Swaziland also recently joined 

ESAFF.

 

Vision Statement

A strong effective forum of empowered Small Scale Farmers with united voices in the policy processes for ecological 

agriculture and poverty free Eastern and Southern Africa region. 

 Mission Statement

Empowering Small Scale Farmers in Eastern and Southern Africa to influence development policies and promote 

ecological agriculture through capacity strengthening, research and networking. 

Purpose

To enable small scale farmers in Eastern and Southern Africa to speak as a united voice so that the issues, concerns 

and recommendations of farmers become an integral part of policies and practices at grassroots, national, regional 

and international levels.

ESAFF - Regional Coordinator 
P.O. Box 1782, SUA Road, Morogoro, Tanzania

E- Mail – coordinator@esaff.org 
Mobile +255713486183
Website: www.esaff.org   
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Women speak out on CAADP
What is the status of CAADP and Malabo Implementation in Zimbabwe?

Zimbabwe adopted CAADP framework, developed the Zimbabwe Agriculture Investment Plans (ZAIPs), have 

signed their COMPACT and are party to the Malabo Declaration, the policy frameworks are not widely known by the 

general population that they intend to provide for. The policy frameworks have remained largely at national level 

and in boardrooms with very little, if any, dissemination to and engagement with the intended policy beneficiaries 

– including smallholder farmer at the implementation level. While Farmer Organisations have been engaged 

and are knowledgeable about the CAADP/Malabo and ZAIP, the smallholder farmer has not been exposed to the 

process. An analysis of the policy documents reveals that smallholder farmers are only mentioned in passing. 

Their role is not well articulated yet it is accepted that smallholder farmers form the backbone of agriculture in 

country and the continent as a whole.

How are Women’s Organisations adding Value to CAADP?

To add value to the CAADP process at local level WARESA is  demystifying the  policy documents by simplifying 

and repackaging them for consumption by smallholder farmers and the other relevant stakeholders so that 

end beneficiaries can understand and utilise the documents. WARESA is also strengthening the capacity of 

smallholder farmers through providing skills training to enable them to increase their production and productivity 

thereby ensuring that food and nutrition security is attained at household level. In addition to this, WARESA is 

bring together smallholder farmers, local authorities, government agencies, private sector, traditional leaders, the 

academia, women, and youth at community level in order to share ideas, monitor and hold each other to account 

so as to ensure that Commitment VII of the Malabo 

Declaration on Mutual Accountability is achieved. 

Over and above this, WARESA continues to capacitate the smallholder farmers so that their voice is heard in the 

CAADP discourse. The target group for the project are smallholder farmers with a particular focus on women who 

make up the majority of smallholder farmers, thereby providing for their full participation as they remain bypassed 
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by technology, information, capacity development, opportunities and financing. They also don’t have equal opportunities 

to participate in policy making forums and engage with policy makers and implementers of the programme even at a 

local level.  Through the project on Building Capacity of Smallholder Farmers in Zimbabwe, WARESA is contributing to 

the national CAADP processes by complimenting the efforts of the Ministry of Agriculture, Mechanization and Irrigation 

Development and its initiatives will therefore contribute to the 2017 CAADP Biennial Review process.

What ought to be done to increase women participation in CAADP?

Through the designing of projects that actively target colleagues and disenfranchised constituencies greater inclusion 

and participation in the CAADP process will be ensured. The CNC space has provided opportunities for networking, 

enhanced understanding of CAADP and, sharing and cross pollination of ideas have benefited project design processes 

by all parties involved.

Any calls to action?

The women call upon CAADP to:

• Invest in Women’s economic empowerment as a prerequisite for sustainable development and pro-poor 

growth. Achieving women’s economic empowerment requires the recognition of women not only as tillers of 

the land, but also involving them in the value chain so as to ensure their effective contribution to economic 

development

• Facilitate access to formal credit lines for smallholder farmers, particularly women, 

• Recognise and support the knowledge and indigenous adaptation and mitigation strategies of communities 

in policy design and implementation level 

• Strengthen agricultural extension and advisory services, such as research and training for smallholder farmers 

to increase smallholder farmers productivity and production so as to achieve agricultural development 

• Security of tenure on land and water ought to be strengthened, with particular recognition of customary tenure 

rights the bracket under which most smallholder farmers fall. Investment in water for irrigation, particularly in 

the context of climate change is key to ensuring food security. In addition to this, the capacity of smallholder 

farmers in irrigation farming needs to be strengthened to avoid land degradation
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About WARESA

Women and Resources in Eastern and Southern Africa (WARESA) was established in 2012 after the 

rebranding of Women, Land and Water Resources in Southern Africa (WLWRSA) following the realisation 

that marginalised groups are not only dependent on land and water for sustainable livelihoods. They also 

require access and control of other resources, such as knowledge enhancement, financial and insurance 

packages especially in the context of climate change and disaster risk reduction. With its headquarters 

in Zimbabwe WARESA is also operational in Malawi with a clear plan and process of initiating operations 

in Botswana, Swaziland, Tanzania and Zambia. Being a pioneering organisation with innovative 

approaches to developmental efforts for the rural poor. WARESA is committed to the development of the 

underprivileged, irrespective of gender and ethnicity. Vision: A society where the marginalised groups 

have secure access to resources for sustainable livelihoods Mission: To empower the marginalised 

groups in influencing the creation of an enabling environment for sustainable livelihoods 

Objectives: 

1. To engage with local leaders and their institutions in finding lasting solutions to sustainable livelihoods 

of marginalised groups 

2. To strengthen the participation of marginalised groups in policy making processes with regards to 

resource governance and use 

3. To empower marginalised groups through capacity development in resource utilisation, access and 

management 

4. To conduct participatory research with marginalised groups on resource utilisation and management

Governance Structure: 

The organisation is governed by a board of directors drawn from the Eastern and Southern Africa and 

currently six countries are represented: Malawi, Tanzania, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Currently 

Zambia holds the chair of the organisation

Contact WARESA:
The Colosseum, 3rd Avenue, 
The Exhibition Centre, Samora Machel Ave
West Harare, Zimbabwe 
Email: director@waresa.org 
 Website: www.waresa.org 

 Tel: +263 8644200465/263 717919361
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Designed by: Rhona Nabutto (+256 704 924299), Email: prymflower@gmail.com

For more information on CNC, please Visit: 
Website: www.cncafrica.org

Twitter:  https://twitter.com/agric_CNC 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CAADPNSACoalition/

Contacts:
Coordinator: Kop’ep Dabugat
Physical Address: C/O ACORD International4th Floor, 
ACK Garden House, 1st Ngong Avevue, Nairobi, Kenya
Phone: +254202721172/ 85/ 86
Email: info.cnc@acordingtenatnional.org, 
            dabugat.kopep@acordinternational, 
            kopdabs@hotmail.com


